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ABSTRACT

The thesis endeavors to give the history of Norwegian-language
publications in North Dakota.

The first paper, Red River posten, was

established in 1878 and the last paper, Visergutten, was discontinued
in 1955, only a few months after the main Norwegian organ in the state,
Normanden, stopped publication.

In this period there were fifty-six

ventures, counting both the secular and the religious papers.
The Norwegian-American press concentrated in the three or four
commercial centers in the Red River Valley.

The majority of the papers

were short-lived; only a few of them could celebrate even their decen
nial.

They had a relatively small circulation; only the Normanden had

for a time close to 10,000 subscribers.

Almost without exception they

were weeklies.
The Norwegian-language press in the state was predominantly
Republican, but it supported the liberal-progressive faction in the
party.

In the 1890's some of the papers were spokesmen for Populism,

and the Farmers' Alliance movement had support in the Norwegianlanguage press during most of its life.

The press was divided in its

support of the Nonpartisan League.
The dominating concern of much of the press was prohibition.
Several of the most influential papers like the Normanden and the
Afholds-basunen were established to promote this reform, and later the
Fram became the official organ of the prohibition and temperance move
ments in North Dakota.
VXll

One of the striking features of the press was the prominence
and capability of the men who preserved it.

They were devoted men who

made substantial sacrifices to retain a Norwegian-American press in
the state.

The long life of the press bears witness to their effort

and devotion.

ix

CHAPTER I

FOREIGN-LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS

In the year 1919 there were forty-three or forty-four languages
and dialects spoken by the immigrant people of the United States.

After

ForId War I immigration to the United States decreased; the great era of
immigration came to an end as the United States put on restrictions, and
the countries in northern Europe especially were able to retain their
growing populations and employ them profitably.

Later immigration,

although substantial, was never to have the same impact.

Older immi

grant groups moved toward Americanization as the clannish groups of pre
war immigrants were integrated in the American society.^
Still, any immigrant group was bound together by the language of
the homeland.

No bond is stronger between people than a common tongue.

W<rid War I revealed that within the old political boundaries, Europe
was organized on the basis of languages and the memories and traditions
wrich these languages preserved.

In America, where some thirty million

; eople from the Old World came to find homes, language and tradition,
is in Europe, proved strong forces in uniting the foreign populations.

■^Robert E. Park, The Immigrant Press and Its Control (New
York: Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1922), p. 3; Francis J. Brown,
ed., Our Racial and National Minorities (New Ycrk: Prentice-Hall,
Inc., 1937) , pp. 637-42.

2
People who spoke the same language found it convenient to live together,
yet the degree of the clannishness varied from group to group. ^
Regardless of the degree of the clannishness of the different
groups or their reasons for leaving their native country, when they
settled in a strange and sometimes hostile environment, their native
culture assumed a new meaning.

The irresistible lure that the culture

of the old homeland acquired provided a strong incentive to preserve
the native language, cherished customs, and traditions and may explain
the persistence and remarkable vitality of the immigrant press.

3

The various language groups rormed by the immigrants in the
United States, living as they did in settlements and colonies, made a
splendid basis for publications in their own language.

In the United

States no language group seemed so insignificant that it did not main
tain a printing press and publish some sort of periodical.

In 1917

the foreign-language press reached its peak in total numbers with
1,350 publications divided among approximately 40 different language
groups.

No reliable data bearing on the circulation of the foreign-

language press is available, and estimates of the total circulation
at its peak have ranged from six to ten million copies.

It would,

however, seem probable that more foreign-language newspapers and
periodicals were published and read in the United States in proportion
to the foreign-born population than were published in the home countries
in proportion to their populations.^
o
Park, Immigrant Press, pp. 1-6.
JBrown, Minorities, p p . 573-74.
^Ibid. , pp. 576, 581; Park, Immigrant Press, pp. 6-7.

3

Immigrants found America tolerant of their languages.

English

was the language of the government and of public education, but except
during the two world wars, when foreign-language publications were
under special surveillance, there has been no check on such publica
tions.

The immigrant press served as an agent of Americanization,

introducing the immigrant to the customs and institutions of the new
country in a language he understood and in a form that earned his con
fidence.

For some the press also represented a way of protecting

against assimilation and preserving the traditions and language of
the home country permanently.^
The history of the immigrant press falls into two main periods.
Around 1880 there occurred a change in the countries of origin and in
the geographic and occupational distribution in the United States of
the immigrant population.

This change brought a corresponding change

in the type of immigrant publications.
dominant immigrant

Before 1880 a list of the

groups of other than English background would

include the Irish, the Scandinavians, the Dutch, the Belgians, the
French, the Germans, and the Swiss.

After 1880 the majority of the

immigrants came from the Slavic countries, southern Europe, nonSlavic countries in eastern Europe, and Asia.
Outside New York and Chicago, where most of the large immigrant
groups were located, the immigrant population fell into three or four
large groups.

The Middle West group, represented by the Germans and

the Scandinavians, stretched a German arm down into the Southwest as

Park, Immigrant Press, p p . 67, 86-88.
3Brown, Minorities, passim, chaps, v, v i , vii, viii, ix, x
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far as central Texas and a .Scandinavian arm up into Minnesota and the
Northwest.

A second group included the Spanish, who crossed the border

from Mexico in the south, and the French, who had come down from the
Province of Quebec on the north.

A third division of immigrant peoples

with a definite location was represented mainly by the Italian and
Slavic population.

The full list of Slavic immigrants would include

many nationalities.

The Italian and the Slavic immigrants were more

migrant than the other groups and found employment largely in industry
and mining.

Other than these groups there were a number of minor

nationalities who lived for the most part in the larger cities. M a n y
of these groups, as the Orientals, tended to be more completely iso
lated. 7
The immigrant groups, often coming because of religious dif
ficulties, sometimes united in churches, thus the earliest foreignlanguage papers, established by the dominant immigrant groups from
before 1880, were distinctly religious in tone.

They were either

the organs of a denomination or of local communities dominated by
the church.

These publications gradually gave way to papers advo

cating a variety of old-country causes, such as political independence,
cultural autonomy, and minority rights, but as the new groups of immi
grants began to dominate, the majority of the immigrant papers developed
into labor journals, serving a mass of factory and mill workers of every
race and creed.

Before World War I a majority of these publications
Q

were still printed in the German language.

7Park, Immigrant Press., pp. 187-90.
O
Brown, Minorities, p. 575.

5

The earliest German-language newspaper and the first foreignlanguage newspaper in the United States was established only thirtyfive years after the first English newspaper.

This was the Per Hoch-

Deutsche PennsyIvanische Geshicht-Schreiber, oder Sammlung wichtlger
nachrichten aus dem Natur-und-Kirchen-Reich ("The High-German Histo
rian, or Collection of Important News from the Kingdoms of Nature and
of the Church"), which began publication in Germantown, Pennsylvania,
in 1739, at a time when there were only five other newspapers in the
colonies.

Of all the foreign-language papers, the German were to

become by far the most numerous and the most scattered.
in 1918 but sixteer states which had no German press.

There were
The German

press comprised 79 per cent of all the foreign-language papers in
1885, and 46 per cent in 1914; by 1920 its share had dropped to 26
per cent.

The fast decline from 1914 must be attributed mostly to

World War I.9
The combined Danish, Norwegian, and Swedish papers held second
place in the number of foreign-language publications in 1920.

Even

though, as with all the foreign-language press, the deathrate was high,
the total number of papers remained rather steady until 1920.
man press was actually the only one showing a net loss.

The Ger

After this time

there was, however, a gradual decline in the combined Scandinavian press
in the United States, both in total number of publications and even more
so in circulation.

According to N. W. Ayer and Son's, Newspaper Annual

and Directory, 1920, there were that year 111 Scandinavian publications;
according to the same source this number by 1967 had been reduced to

9Park, Immigrant P r e s s , p p . 298, 310-11.
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less than 20.

Ayer's lists of foreign-language newspapers are, however,

very incomplete.

The statement for 1967 is more nearly correct than the

count taken in 1920, when the Norwegian press alone had more than one
hundred publications.

Nevertheless, the figures give a clear indication

of the developments of these years and their effect on Scandinavian
press.
Although the closeness of language and culture would justify
dealing with the Scandinavian press as one group, the purpose of this
paper makes it pertinent to speak of the Norwegian-language press sepa
rately.

One point should, however, be made before leaving the combined

Scandinavian press.

The literary languages of Denmark and Norway were

almost identical until 1907.

At that time a series of spelling reforms

of written Norwegian commenced which separated it from Danish and
created an orthographic standard more in compliance with urban Nor
wegian speech.

These changes in the language of the home country did

not influence the Norwegian-language press in the United States to any
great extent.

The editors, conscious of their Danish subscribers and

loyal to the language they had learned before emigrating, conformed
only slowly to the reforms of written Norwegian.

In the early history

of the press one might speak of a Danish-Norwegian press because of the
similarity of language, the great amount of cooperation between the
immigrant presses of the two national groups, and the fact that many of
the prominent men associated with the Norwegian-Ameriean press were Danes.1
0

10Ibid., pp. 295-96; N. W. Ayer and Son's, Newspaper Annual and
Directory, 1920 (Philadelphia, Pa.: N. W. Ayer and Son's, 1920), pp.
1299, 1920; Ibid., 1967, pp. 1418, 1421. During research for this study
the writer discovered the discrepancy between Ayer's figures and the
actual number of publications.
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The Norwegians were the earliest of the Scandinavians to migrate
in considerable numbers to the United States.

Although the number of

Norwegian migrants is not great compared to the total immigration to the
United States from all European countries in the nineteenth and the
twentieth centuries, Norway has contributed to the present American
population a larger percentage of her people than any other European
country save Ireland.^
The immigration of Norwegians is commonly dated from 1825, when
the first organized company, the so-called "sloop-folk," arrived in New
York.

Between this year and 1515, 754,561 Norwegians immigrated to the

United States.

Up to 1850 they were only a trickle,

After that time

emigration gradually grew, showing periods of rise and decline according
to political and economic conditions in the United States.

The greatest

period of Norwegian mass migration began in 1879-80 and continued until
the late 1880's and early 1890's.

Renewed mass migration set in again

round the turn of the century and lasted until World War I.

After the

war the number of immigrants to the United States dropped much below
the annual quota set by the United States government for Norwegian
immigration.12
The pioneer era from the late 1840's to the end of the Civil War
saw the Norwegian-American press securely established as an institution.
The first Norwegian-language newspaper, the Nordlyset ("The Northern
Light"), began publication in Norway, Racine County, Wisconsin, in 1847.

-^Carlton C. Qualey, Norwegian Settlement in the United States
(Northfield, Minn.: Norwegia.i-American Historical Association, 1938),
p. 4.
^ ~ Ibid., p . 5 .

The period of great growth for the Norwegian-American press Came after
the Civil War when newspapers sprang up in prodigal fashion in the
shifting centers of Norwegian population, although many were short
lived.

Between four and five hundred Norwegian-1anguage papers were

established from first to l a s t '
In 19.10 the total circulation of Norwegian-Janguage publica
tions in the United States was estimated to be about 400,000.
estimate is even close to correctness, it bears an impressive
of the interest of the Norwegian population in the Norwegian-American
press during its peak period.

According, to the United States Census

there were in that same year 1,009,854 speakers of Norwegian in the
United States; of whom 402,587 were born in Norway.

There were 446,A

Speakers of Danish in the same year, and some of these living in
where no Danish-language press existed might be potential subscribers
to a Norwegian-language newspaper.

Consequently there seems to have

been one copy of a Norwegian-language paper for every four potential
readers.^4
The three most widely distributed Norwegian-language
in 1910 were the Skandinaven ("The Scandinavian") in Chicago, the
Minneapolis tidende ("The Minneapolis News") in Minneapolis, Minnesota:,
and the Decorah posten ("The Decorah Post") in Decorah, Iowa.

These

-^Theodore C. Blegen, Norwegian Migration to America: The. Ameri
can Transition (Northfield, Minn.: The Norwegian-American Historical
Association, 1940), pp. 547, 289-92.
‘^l;.S . , Department of Commerce, bureau of the Census , Thirteenth
Census of the United States, 1910: Population, I, 979; Juul Dieserud,
"Den norske presse in Amerika: en his torisk oversigt," NordtnahnsForbundet, April, 1912, p. 154.
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had when counting their different editions about 150,000 subscribers,
The two first papers were dailies; the Skandinaven also put out a s
weekly edition and the Minneapolis tidende a weekly one.

Most of the

Norwegian-ianguage newspapers, in common with the great majority Of all
foreign-language papers, were weeklies and had a restricted circulation
1C
area.J

Only a few which were able to attract national circulation

have survived to this day.
The magazines published in the Norwegian language usually cir
culated more than the newspapers.

A case in point was the monthly maga

zine Kvindens magasin ("The Woman's Magazine") in Minneapolis, which in
1910 had an approximate circulation of 26,000 with 6,208 subscribers
Minnesota, 5,122 in North Dakota, 4,062 in Wisconsin, 2,013 in South
Dakota, 2,007 in Iowa, and 1,123 in Washington.

The figures give a

good indication of where the heaviest concentrations of Norwegians were
to be found.

The magazine's greatest competitor, Kvinden og hjemmet

("The Woman and the Home"), in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, had a circulation
of 75,000.

About half of this, however, represented the Swedish edi

tion of the magazine
The substantial circulation of the Norwegian-American press
political implications that were recognized from the beginning not o:
by the immigrants themselves but also by American politicians who were
concerned about winning their support in elections.

For two decades

150f the three papers above only the Decorah posten is still
in business. Disserud, "Den norske presse," p. 154.
16Ibid.

after the Civil War the Norwegians were almost all Republicans, but as
the issues of the Civil War were subordinated to new questions, mainly
economic, the older party ties were loosened.

Especially in the North

west the agrarian crusade enlisted large numbers of Norwegian immigrant
followers under its banner and contributed to a new tradition of politi
cal independence.^
In spite of the political importance of the foreign-language
press no complete study has been made of it in the United States, or
even of the presses of the separate language groups,

A history of the

foreign-language press in North Dakota would be an addendum to the
chapter of foreign-language publications in the United States, because
at a time when North Dakota was still years away from permanent settle
ment, the foreign-language press in many Eastern states had almost
reached its peak.-'-®
Corresponding to the major national groups in North Dakota, the
majority of the foreign-language newspapers in the state were Norwegian
or German.

Most of the foreign-language publications were weekly news

papers; there were in all close to fifty Norwegian-language weeklies
and more than thirty German.

Besides the newspapers of these large

groups, there were three other non-English-language papers; one Swedish,
one Polish, and one Sioux newspaper.-^
Around 1870 Norwegian settlers began arriving in northern Dakota
Territory.

They settled in the rich agricultural regions in the valleys*
9
8
1

-'-^Blegen, Norwegian Migration, p. 553.
18

Hanno Hardt, "The Foreign Language Press in North Dakota: An
Overview," Grassroots Editor, January-February, 1968, p. 22.
19Ibid., p. 23.

of the Red River and its tributaries, the Wild Rice, Sheyenne, and Goose
rivers to the west.

The "great Dakota land boom" from 1879 to 1886 saw

a heavy concentration of Norwegian settlers in these regions, as a
virtual folk migration of Norwegians from older frontiers and directly
from Norway rushed into the prairies of the Dakota.

In the 1880's Nor

wegians also went into the Devils Lake country and settled between the
Mouse (or the Souris) River and the Turtle Mountains, especially along
the Willow River, a tributary to the Mouse.

In the late 1880's settle

ment advanced into the upper area of the Mouse River, and in the second
boom from the late 1890's and up towards the years before World War I
Norwegian settlement moved even farther west.

The Norwegians thus

mainly came to occupy the two eastern tiers of counties and the region
westward along the main line of the Great Northern Railroad in the
northern part of the state.

The mass movement of Norwegians, commonly

called the " ricota fever," was principally caused by the prospects of
free, land under the Homestead Act and the advertising of the railroads.
The influence of the railroads in Norwegian settlement of North Dakota,
however

came chiefly in the second boom.

The German-Russians, the

second major ethnic group in North Dakota, because they arrived later,
settled mainly on less desirable land and formed a large triangle in
the central part of the state.

20

In 1870 there were only eleven Norwegians in the Pembina region
cf North Dakota.

By 1880 the number had grown to 8,814, and by the turn

on
Qualey, Norwegian Settlement, pp. 151-71; Elwyn B. Robinson,
History of North Dakota (Lincoln, Neb.: University of Nebraska Press,*
1966), pp. 282-83.

of the century the number had reached a total of 73,744--a little over
23 per cent of the total population of North Dakota.

In 1910 there

were 125,315 residents in North Dakota of Norwegian stock.

They con

stituted the largest single group of people in the state, outnumbering
the Germans by about eight thousand.

The latter group grew more rapidly

however, and by 1920 the Germans made up 22 per cent of the total popu21

lation with the Norwegians slightly less than 20 per cent.

The foreign-born and their children were the basis for the
immigrant press which lasted for eighty-two years in North Dakota.

The

beginning was made with the establishment of the Norwegian Red River
posten ("The Red River Post") in Fargo in 1878 and the era of the immi
grant press ended when the German Nord Dakota Herold ("The North Dakota
Herald") in Dickinson was discontinued in 1960.

22

The relative success and the longevity of the larger newspapers
was based primarily on the rural character of the state.

Geographical

isolation of many communities encouraged communication in the native
tongue over a longer period of time than in urban situations.

The

decrease of the foreign-language press in North Dakota came as a result
of World War I and the natural process of integration into the American
community.

The transition to the American community had probably been

accomplished long before the last foreign-language paper went out of
business.

In the decades after 1910 Scandinavian and German immigration

to the state dwindled, and with almost no fresh supply of subscribers2
1
21

Robinson, North Dakota, p. 282; Qualey, Norwegian Settlement,
p. 151; United States Census, 1910, I, 979.
2%ardt, "Foreign Language Press," p. 23.
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who felt a real need for publications In their native tongue the
foreign-language press gradually lost its purpose.

The press-, had.

however, played a significant part in the settlement of the state
and made the adaption to the American setting easier for the thou
sands of foreign people who made their home in North Dakota.

CHAPTER II

NORMANDEN:

THE LARGEST NEWSPAPER

The Normanden ("The Norseman”) was the largest and most influen
tial newspaper published in the Norwegian language in North Dakota, and
the only paper that could celebrate half a century in business.

Except

for the pre-World War I years, the Normanden was not a very profitable
business enterprise; after 1920, for the duration of its life, it was
dangerously near bankruptcy.

The relative longevity of the Normanden

was not easily accomplished.

There was little glory in working for the

Norwegian-American press, as one of the later editors of the Normanden
stated.^- As the publishers saw the circulation dwindle to a point where
it no longer was possible to meet current expenses, there was only hard
work and frustration.

Such things as the rural character of the state,

the disappearance of virtually any competition, and a general extension
of the circulation area only partially explain the long period of pub
lication.

Most of the credit must be ascribed to the devotion of the

editors and publishers of the Normanden, especially those men associated
with the paper during

its last decades.

If strictly business considera

tions had prevailed, the Normanden would have ceased publication by 1925
Instead such men as Ingvald H. Ulsaker and

Osmund Gunvaldsen made sub

stantial personal sacrifices in the interest of preserving a Norwegian-

■'‘Odd Charles Lunde, letter to author, March 8, 1968.
14

language paper, thereby making a genuine contribution to the Norwegian
speaking population in the state.
The best files of the Normanden are at Luther College in Decorah,
Iowa, and at the University of North Dakota in Grand Forks.

Luther Col

lege has broken holdings of the Normanden from 1896 to 1954, and the
University of North Dakota from 1901 to 1954.
The Normanden was established as the Nordmanden in Grand Forks,
North Dakota, on April 15, 1887, by L. K. Hassel.

Hassel had been born

at Biri, Norway, but grew up at Ringsaker.

He moved from Norway to

Grand Forks in 1881 at the age of eighteen.

That same year he was

given the editorship of the Norwegian-language newspaper the Grand
Forks tidende ("The Grand Forks News"),

a position he held until 1883.

During the following years Hassel became very active .in public life.
The outstanding member of the Norwegian community in the small frontier
town of Grand Forks at that time, he promoted Norwegian culture and
organized a Norwegian chorus which he himself directed.

When the

Tidende moved away from the town in 1887, Hassel realized the possibil
ity of another newspaper in the Norwegian language.^
Hassel's main purpose in establishing a Norwegian-language news
paper in Grand Forks was to promote the cause of temperance reform,
first temperance societies had been organized among the Norwegian

The word "tidende" means news, tidings or information; archai
cally the meaning is newspaper, and the word is used in this meaning
exclusively in names of papers, e.g. Bergens tidende. The publisher
might have had the English word "times" in mind when naming the paper.
3

Normanden, May 1, 1917; Johs. B. Wist, Norsk-amerikanernes
festskrift (Decorah, Iowa: The Symra Company, 1914), p. 135.
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immigrants in the early 1850's, but the movement did not gain mom
before the 1880's when eager abstinence speakers worked among the
wegians in America.

The crusade for temperance and prohibition was

strong; Has.-se1 became a part of that crusade through the columns of
the Normanden.^
Basse 1 published the Normanden or Nordnanden for about a year
until 1888, then sold it to a corporation which hired Bans A, Foss as
editor.

To facilitate pronunciation by English-speaking people Foss

violated orthographic principles by dropping the first "d" from the
paper's name.

About two years later Foss together with the printer

Edvard Lund bought the Normanden; they published it until 1893.

At

this time Foss was one of the most widely read of the No rwegi allAmerican writers who wrote novels in the Norwegian language.

He had

popularized the romantic theme of the humble Cotter boy who wins Suc
cess in America in his novel Husmands gut ten ("The Cotter Boy").

This

rather Ordinary literary product was sold by the thousands of copies,
both in Norway and among Norwegians in the United States.

When the

Norwegian-1anguage newsparer the Decorah posten (Decorah, Iowa) pub
lished it as a serial in the 1880's, the paper gained 6,000 new subs
serabers .
Foss had been born at Modurn, Norway, in 1851.

After various

experiences working as a store clerk and a bookkeeper, and an

^Martin Ulvestad, Nordmaendene 1 Amerika (Minneapolis, Minn.:
History Book Company, 1907), I, 493; Normanden, June 8, 1939. The
temperance movement coincided with a similar movement in Norway.
5Ingrid Semmingsen, Veien mot vest (Oslo, Norway: H.
& Co. (W. Nygaard), 1950), II, 219; Wist, Festskrift, p. 133;
June 8, 1.939, May 1, 1917.

unsuccessful attempt to establish his own business, he decided to
migrate to America in 1877.

In the middle 1880's he joined the temper

ance movement in the Red River Valley, becoming one of its most eager
spokesmen.

He had worked as a temperance speaker and organizer of

temperance societies, at times also acting as editor of temperance
publications, before he came to the Normanden.!
As editor of the Normanden he engaged in a heated discussion
in the paper's columns with the other major temperance sheet in North
Dakota, the Afholds-basunen ("The Temperance Trumpet").

Both papers

agreed to a prohibition article in the state constitution, but the
Normanden agitated for accomplishing this through the Populist move
ment, while the Afholds-basunen inclined towards the Republican party.
The political controversy was aggravated by a personal enmity between
Foss and the editor-in-chief of the Afholds-basunen, the Reverend
Jens T. Lghme.

The rift among the prohibitionists harmed their com

mon cause, and only the arbitration of friends avoided further disaster.''
When faced with efforts to legalize the sale of liquor after it
had been prohibited in the state constitution of 1889, the advocates of
enforcing the prohibition laws generally stuck together.

The Normanden

suspected the antiprohibitionists of employing the most base and sordid
methods to achieve their goal.

When the Normanden1s printing office

burned during the winter of 1891 after a resubmission action to repeal
prohibition had been defeated in the state legislature, the Normanden

"Wist, Festskrift, pp. 125-27.
''simon Johnson, "Oplevd" (typescript in the collections of the
Norxv’egian-American Historical Association, Northfield, Minn.), pp. 7174.
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openly voiced its suspicion of arson by certain opponents in Grand
Forks.

The paper had participated actively in the closing of several

notorious "blind pigs" in the city, and it now believed that the fire
was an act of revenge by the infuriated saloon owners.

Ole S. Hoel,

who lived in an apartment above the printing shop, managed to get out
the subscription list and other important papers before the building
was completely destroyed.^
The Normanden advocated prohibition and temperance, although
with varying degrees of conviction, during its whole period of publi
cation, but in addition to
other movements.

this original cause it allied itself with

With Foss as editor, the Normanden became the strong

Spokesman for the Farmers' Alliance movement, and when the Populist
party was organized in 1890, the paper became the party's official
organ.

It was at this time that Foss enjoyed the greatest success.

He was one of the great political factors in North Dakota, his influ
ence being felt across the border in Minnesota as well.

The victory

for the Populist party in the state election in 1892 was also a victory
for Foss.

When the national depression arrived in 1893, causing hard

times for the paper and a decline of Populism in North Dakota, Foss
and Lund, disappointed with the way things were going, sold the
Q
Normanden and vowed never to engage in the newspaper business again.
The corporation which had bought the Normanden was closely
affiliated with the Republican party, and Foss was accused of selling

N. D.:

“Hans A. Foss, ed. , Trediveaarskrlgen mod drikkeondet (Minot,
Nord Dakota Totalavholaslag, 1922), p. 59.
% i s t , Festskrift, p. 76; Normanden, June 8, 1939.
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out to the enemy,

To free himself of this accusation he sent for Lund,

who had gone back to Norway, and together they established the Nye
Normanden ("The New Norseman") in Moorhead, Minnesota in 1894.

This

paper, however, was too radical for most of its Norwegian readers.
The new '■<■

’id not get the necessary support in spite of the

brilliant editorial work by F o s s . ^
The new publishers of the Normanden called themselves the
Normanden Publishing Company; this corporation published the paper
from 1893 to 1925.

P. 0. Thorson was hired as manager and soon

became the major stock-owner.

He acted as manager until 1922, making

the business one of the most profitable Norwegian-American newspaper
enterprises in the country.

Thorson had been born in Scandinavia,

Wisconsin, in 1867 of Norwegian immigrant parents from Gudbrandsdalen,
Norway.

He came to Grand Forks, North Dakota, in 1888.

In 1891 Thor

son began working for the English-language newspaper the Grand Forks
Herald as a subscription solicitor.

Travelling extensively throughout

the state, he learned to know people and places, a knowledge which was
to benefit him greatly in his capacity as manager of the largest
Norwegian-language newspaper in North Dakota.

Thorson enjoyed great

respect for his capability and determination.

In 1921 and 1923 he

served in the. state senate in North Dakota.^ *
1

■^Wist, Festsk.rift, pp. 124-25; Fjerde juli og Dakota,
March 16, 1898.
1^Wist, Festskrift, pp. 135-36; Clement A. Lounsberry, North
Dakota History and People: Outlines of American History (Chicago:
S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1917), III, 288; North Dakota Blue
Book, 1961, p p . 160, 163.

The Normanden had a number of editors during the years P. 0

Thorson served as manager.

Ole S. Hoel from Sundalen, Norway, edited

the paper for a short period in 1893 and then again for about a year
in 1894-95.
Some months.

In this period F. A. Husher also edited the paper for
Husher was Danish by birth, but had received his educa

tion in Norway and was an ordained minister in the Norwegian state
church until he emigrated to the United States in 1869.

He had had

a wide experience as a newspaperman in Minnesota when he came to the
Normanden.

He was an outstanding personality with a certain mirth in

his makeup which made it easy for him to associate with people.

His

great knowledge and experience made him well qualified for his posi
tion, but unfortunately he died in 1894
Kjetil Knutsson did the editorial work with Ole S. Hoel for
about a year and then edited the paper alone until the fall of 1895
This was Knutsson's first experience in the newspaper business.

After

leaving the Normanden, he studied for the ministry for a while, but
soon decided that this was not his role in life and returned to a sue
Knutsson, born in 1866 in
in Telemark, Norway, had worked as a grade school teacher in Norway
His frank and fearless radical utterances in the Norwegian publication
the Fedraheimen ("The Ancestral Home") having closed all acceptable
teaching positions to him, in 1891 he emigrated to the United States
In 1895 Andreas Lindelie undertook the editing of the Normanden
Lindel.ie was from Gudal in Sunnfjord, Norway.

Wist, Festskrift

At the age of twenty-two

he had emigrated to the United States In 1888 after preparing for uni
versity studies in Norway.

He worked for a while as a teacher and in

1890 began working for the Afholds-basunen in Hillsboro, North Dakota,
becoming the editor and manager of both this paper and the Englishlanguage Hillsboro Herald.

Lindelie was a daring and adventurous man.

There is reason to believe that he enjoyed the exposed part he played
in trying to make local and state officials enforce the prohibition
laws of the state.

In many parts of North Dakota the liquor interests

aided by the indifference of many officials,were Well entrenched, and
in these places prohibition itself was made a farce.

This deplorable

situation caused the Canadian-born pioneer businessman Robert B. Grif
fith of Grand Forks and others to organize the Enforcement League.
The League exposed the illegal sale of liquor by sending representa
tives throughout the state.

By exposing the illegal sale, the League

put local officials in a position where they would have to take action
or risk an investigation by the attorney general's office.
For about three years after his employment with the Noraanden
terminated, Lindelie travelled throughout the state as the representa
tive of the League with the objective of compelling enforcement of the
prohibition laws.
friendly.

His reception was, understandably, not always

At Aneta, North Dakota, he held off an angry crowd with a

gun in his hand.

Fortunately he did not fire, because, as he later

testified, that would have given the mob the excuse it wanted to lynch
him.

Lindelie, however, was the victor in this confrontation; he

achieved his objective of obstructing the business of the saloons by
closing all five "blind pigs" in that town before leaving.

Another

time a mob in Grafton, North Dakota, threatened to stone him, but the
outcome was only a few broken windowpanes in his railroad carriage.
After leaving the Hormanden in 1898, he eventually entered business
and went to Cuba where he became the owner of a large sugar cane
plantation.
After Lindelie left, Ole S. Hoel took on for the third time
the responsibility of editing the Normanden.
until the fall of 1904.

He continued as editor

Hoel had contributed to the Normanden from

the start, but Hassel denied his claim of having given the paper its
n a m e .^ ^
Ole E. Hagen succeeded Hoel and edited the paper until June
1905.

Hagen had a radical Populist viewpoint.

He had bought the

Norwegian-language publication the Folkets tidende ("The People's
News") in Crookston, Minnesota, in 1893 to convert it to a Populist
organ.

Later he moved the paper to Fergus Falls, Minnesota, and

called it the Rodhuggeren ("The Radical").^

Hagen had considerable

journalistic talent; he used this talent to advance the cause of
Populism as long as the movement lasted.^
After Hagen left, Kjetil Knutsson came back to edit the
Normanden.

He had in the meantime gained more experience in news

paper work, editing and publishing for a period the Statstidende
14

Johnson, "Oplevd," pp. 76-76; Wist, Festskrift, p. 136.

15.,.
Wist, Festskrift, p. 134; Normanden, May 1, 1917.
16.
Rodhugger or rothogger in the present orthography; it means
figuratively one who saps or undermines something, e.g., beliefs,
established customs.
-^Wist, Festskrift, pp. 127, 134; Statstidende, January 8, 1905

("The State News”) in Hillsboro, North Dakota.

The Fram ("Forward") in

Fargo found the change in editors strange and a cause for suspicion.
Knutsson had sold the Statstidende to a German while there were, accord
ing to the Fram, Norwegians ready to buy.

The Fram asked whether the

Normanden's publisher did not understand the significance of this sale,
implying that Knutsson had sold out to reactionary forces.

The

Statstidende did indeed become conservative in its editorial policy
after the change in ownership.-*-®
From 1909 Peer Str^mme was to assist Knutsson in his editorial
work, but had most of the responsibility since Knutsson employed the
greater part of his time in working on the monthly magazine Eidsvold,
which he published in Grand Forks.

When Knutsson left the Normanden

in 1910, Str^mme continued on as editor-in-chief for several years,
but did the actual editing only until June 1911.

At that time the

Normanden sent him on a journey round the world as a roaming reporter,
and Strfknme found avenues for his wit and wide-ranging observations in
the Normanden.

Str^mme has been called the Mark Twain of the Norwegian

Americans; his writings contributed greatly to the popularity of the
Normanden at this time.-*-9
Str^mme's journeys were an indication of the success of the
Normanden during the years before the First World War.

After his first

journey he travelled extensively for the paper both at home and abroad.

-*-®Wist, Festskrif t , p. 143; Fram, December 8, 1905.
^Frederika Blankner, ed., The History of the Scandinavian
Literatures (New York: Dial Press Inc., 1938), p. 78; Blegen, Nor
wegian Migration, p. 590; Wist, Festskrift, p. 134.
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The Normanden published his memoirs in several issues in 1915, and after
his death in 1921 a committee published them in book form under the name
Erindringer ("Reminiscences").

His best known work is the novel

Hvorledes Halvor blev Prest ("How Halvor Became a Minister"), which probbbly was a faithful reflection of StrjiSmme's own experience.

He had been

born in Winchester, Wisconsin, in 1856 of immigrant parents from Tele
mark, Norway.

After graduating from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis,

Missouri, in 1879, he had worked as a minister, a teacher, a school
superintendent, an editor, a journalist, a translator, and a novelist.
Later generations have called him the most colorful Norwegian-American
of this period, a characterization that is more than likely true.

20

While Str^mme was travelling to exotic places like Arabia or
making a trip to Bismarck, K. M. Nass edited the Normanden.

Nass,

who came to Grand Forks from Sandefjord, Norway, in 1890 at the age
of twenty-three, became one of the pioneer businessmen in Grand Forks,
operating a general store for sixteen years.

After his employment with
n

1

the Normanden terminated, he went to farm in Minnesota.
After Str^mme retired as editor in 1914, Lars Siljan worked for
several years in this capacity.
in 1883.

Siljan had been born in Skien, Norway,

He had done some university work before coming to Chicago

where for a time he did editorial work on the Norwegian-language news
paper the Skandinaven ("The Scandinavian").

After having made a couple

of unsuccessful attempts ac establishing a Norwegian-language newspaper

-^Blankner, Scandinavian Literatures, p. 78; Wist, Festskrift,
p p . 136-38; Peer Str^mme, Erindringer (Minneapolis, Minn.:
Augsburg
Publishing House, 1923), p p . 425-29.
21

Sons of Norway (Minneapolis, Minn.), May, 1953.
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in Canada, he came to Grand Forks shortly before the outbreak of World
War I.22
Siljan was an excellent editorial writer and possessed an
uncanny ability for making predictions as to who would win an election.
For example he predicted the victory of Ragnvald Nestos in the recall
election of 1921.

Under Siljan's editorship, the Normanden became very

influential, but its political stand against the Nonpartisan League
hurt the paper.

Hundreds of infuriated Norwegian-reading farmers in

North Dakota terminated their subscriptions in protest.

P. 0. Thor-

son's generous dispatch of the paper free of charge to all old sub
scribers did not, as he had hoped, mollify their attitude.

By 1919

the circulation had been reduced from 9,216 in 1911 to 6,790; the last
figure probably including new subscribers after the Fram merged with
the Normanden in 1917.

Siljan made a complete turnabout in the 1930's

and joined the forces he had opposed in his editorials in the
Normanden.
Lars Siljan had frequent articles under the heading "Noen
infall og utfall" ("Some Impressions and Retorts") where he commented
on happenings in the state.
from Bismarck.

Siljan sent these comments to the paper

When the state legislature was in session, it had

become a matter of course for Siljan to travel to the state capital
in order to give firsthand information to the Normanden's readers
about the legislature's proceedings.

Other well-known contributors*
2

22Decorah posten (Decorah, Iowa), July 20, 1944.
2^Ayer, Newspaper Annual, 1911, p. 690; 1919, p. 726; Odd
Charles Lunde, letter to author, March 8, 1968; Osmund Gunvaldsen,
private interview, Fargo, North Dakota, March 16, 1968; Johnson,
"Oplevd," p. 198.
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to the Normanden included Hans A. Foss, Jon Norstog, and even L. K.
Hassel, who said he agreed with the political stand taken by the
Normanden against the Nonpartisan League.
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From 1920 to 1924 the Normanden had anotiier distinguished edi
tor.

This was the prairie writer, the last of the Norwegian-American

authors who used the Norwegian language, Simon Johnson.

Johnson at

ninety-four (1968) can look back on a very active and useful life in
the promotion of Norwegian culture in America.

As a boy of eleven he

came to Traill County in Dakota Territory from 0yer in Gudbrandsalen,
Norway, in 1885.

In the small Norwegian community in Norway Township

he learned to understand the difficulties and hardships facing the
immigrants in adjusting to the new conditions and environment.

At

the same time he developed a great love for the endless reaches of
the prairie.

Later in his career as a writer these two aspects domi

nated, and his novel I et nytt rilce, published in 1913 (English trans
lation, 1916: From Fjord to Prairie), won great popularity.

While

editor of the Normanden, he completed two more books Fallitten paa
Braastad ("The Bankruptcy at Braastad") in 1922 and the sequel
Frihetens hjem ("The Home of Freedom") in 1925.

After 1925 it was

virtually impossible to publish anything in the Norwegian language
in America for lack of an audience; later productions exist therefore
only in manuscript or have been published in Norwegian-language news
papers, mostly the Decorah posten where Johnson was employed from 1929
to 1945.25

““'Johnson, "Oplevd," p. 209; Normanden, May 1, 1917.

February

25s.imon Johnson, letter to author, March 11, 1968; Decorah posten,
9 ,
1967; Blankner, Scandinavian Literatures, p. 78.
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During Johnson's last year as editor of the Normanden the illfamed Ku Klux Klan society tried to gain a foothold in North Dakota.
This was remarkable since the social conditions in the state would
not seem favorable to a vigilante group of this kind.

One might ask

with Simon Johnson whether the reason for the society's activities
in the state was the apparent heedfulness of North Dakota voters to
agitators of all kinds.

The main activity of the society was limited

to Grand Forks, where the local chapter was called the Ansax Club.
The members of the Ansax Club tried to influence the school board
election of 1924, and in this they were opposed by the English Grand
Forks Herald and the Normanden.

For a time Simon Johnson felt

insecure when walking the streets of Grand Forks, as the vigilantes
had made certain allusions to violence.

The Ku Klux Klan's activ

ities in North Dakota represented but a passing phase, however, and
the Exalted Cyclops of Klan No. 1, Realm of North Dakota, the Rever
end F. Halsey Ambrose, a Presbyterian, soon left his exalted position
in North Dakota to continue his work in St. Paul, Minnesota.

26

In the stirring years of the early 1920's another colorful
personality made his appearance in Grand Forks.

This was B. B. Haugan,

at this time in his sixties , whose purpose in visiting Grand Forks was
to get a collection of popular songs printed in the Normanden's print
ing office.

Haugan stayed on for a period of time to report from

Bismarck for the Normanden on the activities of the state legislature.
Haugan had shown great aptitude for acting, was a good social mixer,
and had won a reputation as a speaker and agitator— a renown earned

-^Johnson, "Oplevd," pp. 196-208.

while working as an abstinence speaker,

in Bismarck Haugan was able to

gain entry where others failed, and the Normanden's readers enjoyed an
insight into state politics denied to other papers.

His access was of

course easiest with politicians of Norwegian background, but other
politicians took him to their hearts as well.

27

oo
In 1922 Henry Holt^ became manager of the Normanden Publishing
Company.

He had worked in the printing office since 1918 and earlier

had plans of starting his own printing business.
the paper going through these years.

He did much to keep

In 1925 there seems to have been

a rift in the corporation; Mrs. Eliza Thorson, the widow of P. 0. Thorson who had died in 1924, decided to suspend Holt in March of that year
and let her son Harold 0. Thorson manage the company.

Holt then took

with him some of the most experienced men in the printing office and
opened his own business.

This enterprise was an immediate success,

taking job printing business away from the Normanden Publishing Com
pany.

Holt became a respected businessman and later a politician.

In 1940 he ’was elected lieutenant governor of North Dakota.^9
The rival printing office with its modern equipment was more
competition than the Normanden Publishing Company could take, and the
Normanden had to be sold.
paper briefly.
27

At this time Oscar 0. 0degaard owned the

Before coming to work for the Normanden 0degaard had

Ibid., pp. 210-17.

9Q
“ Henry Holt was born in 1887 of Norwegian parentage.
In 1891
he went to Norway with his family. Here his father died, and the
family stayed on in Norway until 1906 before returning to the United
States.
29
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been employed for a couple of years by the Fram.

His employment with

the Normanden stretched over a period of more than twenty years after
1920.

He was a versatile employee, but most of the time he worked as

a subscription solicitor and travelling correspondent.

With his out

going and jovial personality he was well liked by everyone and was an
excellent solicitor, selling the paper even to people who knew no Nor
wegian.

In the depression in the 1930's when subscribers had a hard

time raising the necessary two dollars for a year's subscription, he
accepted eggs, chickens, and even coffee instead of cash.

His con

tributions appeared in the Normanden under the heading "Paa reisende
fat" ("Travelling").

0degaard was also a fairly good poet, and when

he visited his native Norway in 1947 after forty years in the United
States, he published a small book titled Norway as We Saw I t , both
in Norwegian and English.

on

In August 1925 J. G. Halland of Fargo, for several years
superintendent of public instruction in North Dakota, bought the
Normanden with money supplied by the conservative Republican politi
cians , Louis B. Hanna and Porter J. McCumber.

The sale brought about

the Normanden's move to Fargo, although the place of publication was
still given as Grand Forks and Fargo.

In 1917 P. 0. Thorson bought

the Fram and merged it with the Normanden.

From the time of this

purchase to 1927 both Fargo and Grand Forks were mentioned as the
place of publication.

Ingvald H. Ulsaker, the owner of the Fram in3
0
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Normanden, June 8, 1939; Osmund Gunvaldsen, private inter
view, Fargo, North Dakota, March 16, 1968; Mrs. Oscar 0. Odegaard,
private interviews, Grand Forks, North Dakota, March 7, 1968, June 2,
1968. Oscar 0. 0degaard's home town in Norway was Enebakk, where he
had been born to parents of modest means in 1889.
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1917, had sold the paper because he had to spend all his time in his
printing office, and Thorson's reason for buying the Fram was, he
claimed, to make it financially possible to publish the Normanden.
Both the Normanden's and the Fram's readers were assured that the
purchase was not an effort to diminish the influence of the Non
partisan League by silencing the Fram, its main Norwegian-language
organ in the state.

It would, however, be fairly safe to assume

that political money was involved in the transaction.
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J. G. Halland's entry into the newspaper business had the
clear purpose of working for Hanna's candidacy to the United States
Senate, in 1926 against Gerald P. Nye, who belonged to the Nonpartisan
League faction of the Republican party, and Ragnvald A. Nestos.

In

1921 Nestos had been elected governor of North Dakota in the first
recall election in the state against the incumbent governor, Lynn B.
Frazier, who had been elected on the Nonpartisan League ticket.
Nestos had at that time had the strong support of the Normanden.
Even by comparison with the political views expressed by the
Normanden in the preceding year's Halland's ownership represented a
reactionary period in the history of the paper,

Halland was well-

known among the Norwegian population, being a frequent Seventeenth
of May speaker, but he showed no outstanding merits as a newspaper
editor.

So in preparation for the election of 1926, George Strand-

void was hired to do the editorial work for the Normanden

^ Normanden, December 7, 1917, January 25, 1940; Fram,
December 6, 1917.
-^-Osmund Gunvaldsen, private interview, Fargo, North Dakota,
March 16, 1968.

and he held this position from June of that year and as long as Halland
was the nominal owner.

Strandvold was Danish by birth, but did edito

rial work for Norwegian-language newspapers, notably the Decorah posten
where he had a long term of employment after leaving Grand Forks, specializing in the international news coverage. J
Gerald P. Nye won the senatorial election in 1926, and with
the loss of support from Hanna and McCumber, Halland had to sell the
Normanden.

At that time Osmund Gunvaldsen and other prominent Nor

wegians in Fargo showed an interest in helping the paper to survive.
Gunvaldsen had just been appointed United States marshal for North
Dakota with offices in Fargo by President Calvin Coolidge, a position
which he held for eight years.

Sixteen years old in 1909, he had

emigrated from Kristiansand, Norway, to the United States and settled
in the western part of North Dakota.
as sheriff of Burke County.

From 1923 to 1927 he had acted

In September 1927, Gunvaldsen and others

signed a bank note for Gustav Amlund and his sons to make it possible
for them to take over the publishing of the Normanden.

When it proved

impossible for the Amlunds to redeem the note, Gunvaldsen found him
self the owner of the paper.

He took on the unenviable task of pubO/

lishing the Normanden and continued the responsibility until 1941.

C. Henningsen, letter to author, March 12, 1968; Erling
Innvik, private interview, Decorah, Iowa, April 4, 1968; Hans Jervell,
Nordmaend og norslce hjem i Amerika (Fargo, N. D.:
Ulsaker Printing
Company, 1917), p. 24. Seventeenth of May is the Norwegian Constitu
tion Day; the signing of the constitution on May 17, 1814 led to Nor
wegian independence from Denmark.
^Lew i s F. Crawford, History of North Dakota (Chicago:
Ameri
can Historical Society, Inc., 1931), IT, 13; Osmund Gunvaldsen, private
interview, Fargo, North Dakota, March i 6 , 1968; Normanden, April 17,
1941.

Gunvaldsen's reason for approaching Gustav AiiLund with the pro

posal to edit and publish the Normanden was that the latter at that
time was looking for a new enterprise in which to employ his talent.
Amlund was the famous founder of t h - Norwegian-language publication
the Visergutten ("The Errand Boy") which he had edited and published
for thirty-three years from 1894, the last nine in Canton, South
Dakota.

His idea with the Visergutten had been to publish a corre

spondence paper, or as the name suggested, an errand boy for the
readers.

The readers could in the visergutten?s columns exchange

views, give information, or publish letters to far away relatives
in Norway or other places.

The Visergutten was a great success,

reaching a circulation of about 12,000 at its peak around 1910, and
Amlund took both the name and the idea with him to Fargo in 1927.
The reason for Amlund's exploration of other possibilities was his
disagreement with the shareholders of the Visergutten Publishing Company, publishers of the Visergutten.
Gustav Amlund renamed the Normanden and called it the
O£
Norr^na-Visergutten-Normanden. °

The new name was employed for about

two months until the threat of a lawsuit from the publishers of the
Visergutten in Canton and the wishes of the Normanden's subscribers
made him drop the first two elements of the name.

No new editor of

the Normanden had ever been heralded in the paper to the same degree3
5
35
J Normanden, September 22, 1927; Dieserud, "Den norske presse,
p. 160; Wist, Festskrift, pp. 129-30.
'Xf-

JDNorr^na is the name of a magazine published in Fargo before
World War I.
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as Amlund, numerous good wishes and congratulations appearing on the
front page.33
Amlund was born in Vardal, Norway.

When, almost eighty years

old, he retired to Bruce, South Dakota, in 192S, Knut Wefald became
editor of the Normanden for a period of about two years.

Wefald was

a distinguished Minnesota politician, a fact he himself was aware of
when demanding a salary of $4,000 annually, an enormous amount for a
paper barely making ends meet and often losing money.

Wefald had

emigrated from Krager^, Norway, in 1S87 as a young man of eighteen.
He entered the Minnesota legislature in 1913, and in 1922 he was
elected United States Representative from Minnesota on the Farm-Labor
ticket.38
The leading person with the Normanden from 1930 almost until
its demise, was Ingvald H. Ulsaker, editor for many years and, later,
OQ
both publisher and editor.

He was a Hailing

by birth, but first

and foremost he was a Norwegian with heart and soul.

Without the many

sacrifices he made in behalf of the Normanden, the paper would not
likely have survived the 1930's.

For him it was a labor of love.

Ulsaker had moved from Norway to North Dakota in 1887 when he was
nineteen years old.

After attending a business college and an appren

ticeship in a Duluth printing office, he became one of the founders
17

Crawford, North Dakota, III, 416; Normanden, October 27,
1927, September 22, 1927; Wist, Festskrift, p. 138. The numerous
commendations were viewed with mixed sentiments by Sigurd Knudsen,
Amlund's successor as editor of the Visergutten.
J Normanden, October 22, 1936; Osmund Gunvalasen, private
interview, Fargo, North Dakota, March 16, 1968.
OQ

person from Hallingdalen in Norway, hence a patriot of
this locality.
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and the editor of the Norwegian-language newspaper the Samhold ("The
Solidarity") in Elbow Lake, Minnesota.

In 1900 he together with his

brother Ole organized a printing office in Fargo, and soon became one
of the prominent members of the business community.

When he sold the

Fram to P. 0. Thorson in December 1917, after having owned it from
January 1916, he reorganized the printing office and established the
Ulsaker Printing Company, acting as its president until 1928.^°
The Normanden had been printed by the Ulsaker Printing Company
since its move to Fargo and was to continue to be printed here for the
remainder of its period of publication.

In 1935 Osmund Gunvaldsen,

publisher of the Normanden, took over the subscription list of the
Grand Forks skandinav ("The Grand Forks Scandinavian"), and Einar E.
Fekjar, who had edited and for a short time owned that paper, took
charge of the Normanden's branch office in Grand Forks and edited
the Normanden together with Ulsaker until he re-established the Grand
Forks skandinav in 1937.

In March 1937, S. B. Salverson became editor-

in-chief of the Normanden.

Salverson had been on the staff of the

Ulsaker Printing Company for many years when he took on the editorial
responsibility of the Normanden and was for this reason well acquainted
with newspaper work.

Salverson had been born of immigrant parents from

Fyrisdal, Norway, in Moland, Minnesota, in 1876.

He was greatly

involved in preserving and promoting Norwegian culture in America; he
AD

Crawford, North Dakota, II, 289; Wist, Festskrift, p. 128;
Normanden, December 5, 1935, April 17, 1941, February 14, 195*2.
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had been one of Che founders of the Telelag " in 1907.

lxr
)-

In March 1938, Odd Charles Lunde became editor.
managed the Norma.iden's branch office in Grand Forks.

He had earlier
Lunde was an

excellent writer and a capable editor; his comments under the heading
"As Odd Sees It" were written in English and widely read.

Lunde also

broadcast once a week over KVOX in Fargo, and by his own account he
always improvised these programs.

He had emigrated to the United

States in the depression of the early 1930's and had had varied experi
ence in newspaper work both in Norway and in the United States before
coming to the Normanden.

Lunde's home town in Norway was Halden, but he

had spent most of his time in Oslo where he was associated with Norway's
largest daily, the Aftenposten ("The Evening Post").

L

3

At this time and also after World War II Marcus Tellevik worked
for the Normanden, being for a time agent and correspondent in the
northeastern part of the state.

Tellevik was a poet and could prepare

verse for all kinds of occasions or in honor of some person.

Many

others contributed to the Normanden, and during Ulsaker's editorship
all editorials were written by contributors.

Osmund Gunvaldsen might4
2

4lA lag or more completely a bygdelag is a society composed of
natives from a bygd, that is, some particular settlement or group of
settlements in Norway and of their descendants in the United States.
Thus, the Telelag is a society of men and women from Telemark, Norway,
and their children born in the United States.
The bygdelag movement
began at the turn of the century in the United States.
42
"Normanden, December 17, 1935; Jervell, Nordmaend, p. 114.
^ Normanden, March 3, 1938, April 11, 1940; Odd Charles
Lunde, letter to author, March 8, 1968.
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on occasion write, one, or the famous cartoonist and League politician
John Baer would have an editorial in English.

4A

In April 1941 Ingvald H. Ulsaker, supported by Henry Holt, took
over the publishing of the Normanden from Osmund Gunvaldsen, acting
both as publisher and editor.

Holt died in 1944, leaving Ulsaker all

responsibility for getting the paper out.

In Canton, South Dakota,

another elderly man was experiencing the same difficulties as Ulsaker.
This was Sigurd Knudsen, at this time both publisher and editor of the
Visergutten, and the two men decided to pool their enterprises, merg
ing the Visergut ten and the Normanden officially in May 1944.

For a

while the paper bore both these names, but probably there was not suf
ficient income to support two men, the paper even losing money, and
both the Visergutten's and Knudsen's names disappeared from the
Normanden.
.
m

In 1947 Knudsen decided to re-establish the Visergutten
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Fargo.
In January 1952 Ulsaker, then in his eighties, finally realized

that it was time to retire from the newspaper business.
was taken over by T. D. Monsen and Einar Berge.

Trie Normanden

Berge had worked for a

number of state departments in Bismarck, and would retain such a posi
tion, but stand as publisher together with Monsen.

Apparently this was

his connection with the conservative leaders who ran the Republican*

“^Crawford, North Dakota, II, 631-32; Normanden, December 3,
1942; Osmund Gunvaldsen, private interview, Fargo, North Dakota, March
16, 1968. J. L. Rindal was one of the men connected with the paper at
this time.
Rindal lived in complete destitution because of prolonged
and excessive use of alcohol, and Ulsaker probably employed him out
of kindness.
Rindal was talented and had earlier contributed much to
the Norwegian-language press in the state.
^ Normanden., May IS, 1944.
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Organizing Committee.

In the 1890's Berge had worked with the Afholds-

basunen in Hillsboro, North Dakota.
Norway.

Both he and Monsen were natives of

Monsen was the brother of Fredrik Monsen, a former member of

the labor government in Norway; the distinguished Norwegian laborite
foreign minister Halvard Lange was his nephew.
responsible editor of the Normanden.

Monsen would be the

This last attempt at publishing

the Normanden was rather short-lived, the paper losing subscribers
steadily, and in November 1954 the erfort was abandoned, the subscrip
tion list being sent to the publishers of the Decorah posten in Decorah,
Iowa.46
During most of its life the Normanden had been a weekly news
paper.

From the start in 1887 until December 1915 it came out weekly;

then it became a semiweekly publication.

In 1920 it again became a

weekly and continued as such as long as it

ras published.

The sub

scription fee began at fifty cents a year if paid in advance.

It was

raised several times, after great hesitation and second thoughts by
the publishers, until in 1952 it was three dollars for a year's sub
scription.

Its peak circulation, in 1911, was 9,216, but from 1910

to about 1920 it had one of the largest circulations of any newspaper,
Norwegian or English, in North Dakota.

For most of the Normanden’s

publication period the circulation varied from about five to seven
thousand, making small
of another paper.

jumps

when taking over the subscription list

When it discontinued publication, the paper reported

a circulation of only 1,650.

Hie Normanden was published in seven

46
M. C. Henningsen, letter to author, March 12, 1968; Normanden,
January 31, 1952; Ayer, Newspaper Annual, 1911, p. 690; 1955, p. 1338.
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columns and usually had eight pages.

Sometimes it might have as many

as twelve, and in 1939 it outdid itself to welcome the Norwegian Crown
Prince and his consort, printing a paper in five sections and with
forty pages .

^

All the Norwegian-language newspapers supplied their readers
with entertainment as well as news in the form of short stories and
serials.

The Normanden printed for instance the famous novel "The

Leopard's Spots" by Thomas Dixon translated into Norwegian.
indication of the change in the paper

An

is the fact that in 1953 it

printed "Thieves in the Night," a story by Hans Aanrud, translated
from the original Norwegian into English.^®
The contents of the Normanden were almost entirely in the Nor
wegian language, with the majority of the advertisements, of which there
usually were a great many, also in Norwegian.
used until 1936.

The German types were

In 1952, with Monsen's and Serge's ownership, the

Normanden ceased being a Norwegian-language nex^spaper Xvfith less than
a fourth of the paper in Norwegian.

This was an effort to acquire a

larger circulation by reaching second and third generation Norwegians
as subscribers.

The move was, however, not as radical as it might seem,

the same step having been considered in the 1930's, and the Normanden
had from the start contained some English material, especially editorials
on issues xhxere the paper wanted to reach a larger circle of readers .

^
Ayer, Nex<;spaper Annual, 1954, p. 764; Normanden, June 12,
1901, September 29, 1915, January 30, 1920, January 31, 1952.

^ N o r m a n d e n , January 4, 1905, January 1, 1953.
^ O s m u n d Gunvaldsen, private interview, Fargo, North Dakota,
March 16, 1968; Normanden, June 10, 1930, January 31, 1952.

^

From 1893 onward the Normanden supported the Republican party

in state politics.

The political conversion from the Farmers' Alli

ance movement and the Populist party, whose spokesman the paper had
been from 1887 to 1893, proved permanent.

As a Republican organ the

~oi manasn professed to be independent or progressive.

The only periods

when it openly confessed to a conservative outlook were during J. G.
Halland's ownership in 1925-27 and after 1952, but other Norwegianlanguage newspapers sometimes contested the extent both of the inde
pendence snc the progressiveness of the h o m e n d s n .

The No rms iide n hsu

on the whole to endure constant criticism from its Norwegian contem
poraries in the newspaper business, even though it is quite certain
that during the paper's most glorious periods before 1925 it was
regarded as something of a newspaper "bible" by a great many Nor
wegians both in North Dakota and in Minnesota.50
In national politics, the Normanden supported the Progressive
party in 1912 and strongly advocated the election of Theodore Roosevelt
to the presidency.

Both before the primary election that year, and

later, the veteran Progressive politician Robert M. LaFollette enjoyed
the support of the Normanden.
Like so many newspapers, the Normanden, joined in the general
condemnation of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal Program in
the 1930's; in the paper's opinion it was so costly that the nation
could not bear it.

On another count, the Normanden saw the President

50 Gerald P. Nye, letter to author, March 21, 1968.
realized it was true from reading the files of the paper.
~'-LNo rmanden. May 22, 1912, October 30, 1912.

The writer

flaunt one of its basic principles— prohibition.

The Normanden gave

Roosevelt the dubious honor of going down in history as the President
responsible for the repeal of the eighteenth amendment and the result
ing increase in unhappy homes and automobile accidents from the misuse
f
,.
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of liquor.

In 1936 the repeal of the prohibition section of the state
constitution was before the people in North Dakota.

The Normanden

tried to convince the public that damage would result from supporting
the "saloon element" but to no avail.

The only recourse left to the

paper was to work for measures to limit the destructive effects of
the sale of liquor.

To restrain the greed of the liquor interests,

the Normanden suggested county-operated liquor stores.

53

Prohibition had been one of the items in the platform of the
Scandinavian Republican League, organized about 1904.

Understandably

this organization had the support of the Normanden; in 1905 P. 0.
Thorson, manager of and major stockholder in the Normanden, served as
the League's secretary.

The Fram in Fargo contested Thorson's elec

tion to this position, because it accused him of having supported
people opposed to the League in the election for governor the year
before.

The Statstidende in Hillsboro also found the Normanden incon

sistent in its political stand and declared that even though the paper
said it supported the reform movement, it was always willing to aid
"gang" politicians in distress.

In its editorials in 1904 the

Normanden did, however, strongly defend the Scandinavian Republican

52 lb id■ , January 7 , 1937 , August 13, 1936.
5-^Ibid. , October 27, 1936, November 12, 1936.

mm y-.

League and protested against unfair practices by the ruling politicians
to keep Scandinavians out of politics.

Even though the League wanted

the question of nationality kept out of polities;, i t , according to the
Normanden, was necessary to have a Scandinavian organization to pro
tect and keep untainted the cultural heritage from the old country
This would in the long run be to the advantage of their new homeland
too, the Normanden said
One of the objectives of the Scandinavian Republican League
o

destroy the power of trie old-guard politicians in the .-Republi

can party.

The attacks were directed at the political machine in con

trol of the state symbolized by Alexander McKenzie
Dakota

In the election for governor in 1906 the Normanden took a

courageous stand for a Republican newspaper when it opposed the nomi
nation of the machine candidate Elmore Y. Sarles at the Republican
convention, and later urged its readers to cast their votes for the
Democratic candidate, John Burke, who was subsequently elected the
first Democratic governor of North Dakota
When in March 1916 the Normanden joined the campaign agai
the Nonpartisan League, one of its indictments was that the League had
become just another corrupt political machine monopolized by a few
self-appointed leaders.
partisan League
cause.

in

In 1915 Arthur C. Townley organized the Non

the Republican party to fight for the farmers

The Normanden was in harmony with much of the program of the

Nonpartisan League, but already in the March 3, 1916, issue it attacked

Ibid., October 28, 1903

904, Sept ember 6, 1905

September 13, 1905, May 1, 1917, October 17, 1906
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the League leadership in the biggest types to date, and fo
the paper opposed the Socialistic tendencies in the
The Normanden1s attacks on the Nonpartisan League frequently
in English.

The controversial House bill 44, introduced by the

politicians to make state ownership of industries and other
possible, was assailed on many accounts, but one criticism
more enlightening than the others.

The Normanden feared that the pas

sage of the bill would result in state liquor stores, and so by-pass
tee prohibition laws. 56
The attacks on the Nonpartisan League began a
tered series of polemics with other Norwegian-languag
The Normanden initiated three libel suits against its
Fram carried on the defense of the League in the No
North Dakota much alone until the Nora Dakota tidende ("The North
Dakota News") began publication in Grand Forks in 1919.

This

accused the Normanden of having sold itself to "Big Biz" and
the list of stockholders to back its claim.
asked: "Whose voice speaks in the Normanden?"

Candidly the Tidende
Other tangible

of a "deal" was impossible to produce, and the Normanden asked in vain
for more substantial backing to the accusations.

When the League's

opponents organized the Independent Voters Association befo
election of 1918 to work for the destruction of the
defeat of the proposed constitutional amendments made b\
the Normanden acted concurrently with the Association.

JIbid., March 3, 19

A3

Association and the Normanden rejoiced at the reduction of League influ
ence in North Dakota .

^

The farmers' interests were close to the heart of the Normanden
even during the attacks on the Nonpartisan League, according to the
paper, but in the 1930's the Normanden's concern became more apparent.
The depression caused the long-standing grievances of the farmers to
become more acute, and the Normanden asked: "How long shall the farmers
be crucified?"

The essential problem, said the paper, was the unreason

ably low prices paid for the farmers' products.

The Normanden after

1927 again aligned itself with the politicians in the Nonpartisan League.
William Langer, the most distinguished and also the most controversial
politician in the League, was a personal friend of the publisher.

The

dynamic and nationally influential politician Gerald P. Nye enjoyed
the support of the Normanden, especially in the 1930's.

In 1933 the

Normanden even suggested an alliance between the progressive forces in
both the Democratic and the Republican parties to oppose the reactionary
forces in both.

S8

When William Langer's political tactics and financial manipula
tions resulted in an indictment against him in 1 9 3 4 , there was a
split in the Nonpartisan League, and the Normanden joined forces with
Langer's adversaries.

After Langer's re-entry into politics in 1936,

^ North Dakota tidende, April 14, 1919, August 21, 1919;
Normanden, October 1, 1920, November 12, 1920.
CO

Normanden, November 17, 1933; Gerald P. Nye, letter to author,
March 21, 1968; Osmund Gunvaldsen, private interview, Fargo, North
Dakota, March 16, 1968.
CQ
J Osmund Gunvaldsen as marshal for North Dakota served William
Langer the warrant for his arrest.
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the Normanden opposed him on all accounts, using very strong language.
The firing of several instructors at the Agricultural College in Fargo
evoked outbursts against "a bunch of political perverts"; the paper
saw Langer's "slimy hands" through the whole procedure.

During these

years John M. Baer's cartoons ridiculing "Big Biz" appeared in the:
columns of the Norman d e n . ^
The 1940's was a less tumultuous period In the Normanden's
political agitation, due in part to the personality and probably also
the age of the editor.

A certain change in the political sympathies

of the paper might, however, be noted.

The Normandan seemed to be

moving towards the Democratic party by supporting John Moses's candi
dacy to the United States Senate and backing Franklin D. Roosevelt's
fourth bid for the presidency.

Gerald P. Nve was subjected to strong

criticism for his isolationism.61
The great transmutation both in. fervor of conviction and in
actual political affiliation came with the sale of the Normanden in
1952.

The paper then became the organ of the conservative Republican

Organizing Committee and made renewed attacks on William hanger and
also directly on the Nonpartisan League, even though the paper showed
concern for the politicians in the conservative faction of the League.

A9

The Normanden's general news coverage varied greatly both in
thoroughness and in quality, sometimes being little more than clippings
AO

Normande n , August 5, 1937; Osmund Gunvaldsen, private inter
view, Fargo, North Dakota, March 16, 1968.
^ N o r m a n d e n , November 2, 1944.
62Ibid. , October 2, 1952.
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from other newspapers.

Generally, however, main events in world news

were dealt with, and in dealing with. Norway the paper carried news of
local events as well.

It is especially revealing to follow the immense

concern and interest taken in difficulties the home country endured.
The Normanden was deeply involved in the serious development which
threatened when Norway arbitrarily dissolved the dynastic union with
Sweden in 1905.

Norwegians in the United States made a direct appeal

to President Roosevelt to recognize the new Norwegian regime.

In July

of that year Norwegians in North Dakota arranged Scandinavians' Day at
Devils Lake and invited prominent state officials and politicians.

The

purpose of the meeting was to adopt a resolution to the President in
support cf Norway, and the Normanden was happy to note that in spite
of the large crowd gathered at Devils Lake, not a single drunk Norwegian was to be seen on this solemn occasion.

6^

Whenever misfortune struck any part of Norway in the form of
a devastating fire, loss of property and lives at sea, or a catastophic
avalanche, the Normanden, as did other Norwegian-language newspapers,
reminded its readers of what they owed their homeland and urged them
to show their gratitude by direct assistance.

Plans for a magnificent

gift of money was to be presented to the Norwegian people in 1914 when
the nation celebrated the centennial anniversary of its emancipation
from Denmark and the recovery of independence as a separate kingdom.
The Normanden worked strenuously for this cause, and Kjetil Knutsscn6
3

63Ibid. , July 12, 1905.
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during his editorship was especially eager that the Norwegian-Americans.
r 4

make a fine showing.0,
A Norwegian-ianguage newspaper was naturally concerned with pre
serving and cultivating Norwegian language and culture in America; its
own survival depended on it, even if it should have no more exalted
motivation.

The Normanden received a large number of letters from its

readers, and many of these were comments on this problem.

The

bvgdelags with their use of dialect Norwegian were preserving the
language and the familiarity with the. home, region in Norway, a con
tributor stated.

At times the Normanden's readers even participated

in the debate going on in Norway as to the shape of the future national
language of the country.

Most people realized the impossibility of

keeping the Norwegian language alive among people of Norwegian descent
in perpetuity, but in the debate on the ratio between Norwegian and
English services in the Norwegian Lutheran churches, many blamed the
church for accelerating the Americanization process in its eagerness
to adapt to the American setting.
In 1925 a hundred years had passed since the Restaurationen,
the Norwegian Mayflower, had left Stavanger, Norway, with the first
Norwegian immigrants to America.

Norwegians from ail over the country

celebrated this anniversary in Minneapolis, Minnesota, but the
Normanden wanted the Norwegians in North Dakota to commemorate this
event as well since most people were unable to attend the celebration

k^Ibid. , January 23, 1904, January 18, 1916, September 24,
1936, January 7, 1914.
^ Ibid. , July 4, 1935, January 8, 1905, October 25, 1928,
December 29, 1933.
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in Minneapolis.

There was, however, apparently no celebration in North

_ ,

Dakota.'
The great year for the Norwegians in North Dakota came in 1939.
It had been seventy years since the first Norwegian settlers came to
the Red River Valley, prompted by the reports of the Norwegian lawyer
and journalist Paul Hjelm Hansen who made a journey through the Valley
in 1869.

The Normanden noted this coincidence in its grand forty-page

issue of June 8, 1.939 , welcoming the Norwegian royal heirs to Fargo.
More than sixty thousand people were present to give the distinguished
visitors a warm welcome, and an extensive program was presented in
their honor .

^

Crown Prince Olav of Norway visited North Dakota again in 1942,
but this time under quite different circumstances.

The German occupa

tion of Norway had exiled him and the rest of the royal family, and
their only recourse was to work for Norway's liberation outside the
country.

Crown Princess Martha stressed in her New Year's speech in

1943, broadcast all over America, the common struggle of the Norwegian
and American people against tyranny, but said that victory would depend
on the larger nation.

Other distinguished Norwegians visited North

Dakota and other parts of the United States to explain the tragic plight
of Norway.

The Normanden lent an attentive ear to all these reports,

and as the war progressed became deeply involved in the relief program
for Norway 68

A

3Ibid. , February 13, 1925.
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The Normanden had advocated neutrality before America's entrance
into both World War I and World War II, but after America's commitment
was a fact, the support of the paper could not be questioned.

In World

War II it supported President Franklin D. Roosevelt's war measures and
praised him for trying to avoid war as long as possible.

War profiteer

ing was made more difficult because of the President's economic policy
before the war, the paper maintained.

This comment represented a sharp

change from the previous view of the paper concerning the administra
tion's economic policy in the pre-war years.

The same support of

America's war efforts had been evident in World War I as well.

The

Normanden had joined in the disloyalty charges against the Nonpartisan
League.

In September 1917, however, the paper noted with relief that

the League's Norwegian-language organ, the Fram, had finally come
around to the American cause.

This proved to the Normanden that at

least the Norwegian members of the Nonpartisan League were loyal
Americans.

The Normanden's

contentions of disloyalty were of course

a part of its fight against the Nonpartisan League, but the anxiety
the paper showed when faced with indifference to America's cause in
both wars and the support it gave to the war efforts prove another
point also.

Even though the Normanden, as the main spokesman for

the Norwegian population in the state, was evidently traditionally
attached to Norway, its loyalty was unquestionably with America.^ 6
9
69

Normanden, December 11, 1941, June 3, 1943, September 28,
1917, December 30, 1914.
See above page 39.
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FRAH:

III

THE FIRST NEWSPAPER

The Pram had a 1rng history which went back to the first
Norwagian-American newspaper enterprise in North Dakota.

To understand

the history of this publication it is necessary to examine a number of
othe.i Norwegian-language newspapers, and the complicated series of
mergers and alignments in the early history of the Norwegian-American
press in the state.

These papers were the Red River posten ("The Red

River Post"). the Den norske amerikaner ("The Norwegian American"),
the innerikaneren ("The American"), the Fargo-postan ("The Fargo Post"),
the lesten ("The West"), the Dakota ("The Dakota"), the Den fjerde juli
("Tin:. Fourth of July") , the Fjerde juli og Dakota ("The Fourth of July
and Dakota"), and finally the F ram ("Forward").

Red River posten
The Red River posten ("The Red River Post") was the first news
paper in the Norwegian language published in North Dakota, established
less than ten years after the beginning of permanent settlement by Nor
wegians in the Red River Valley.

The Pram dated its own beginning to

r.iis paper, which began publication in Fargo in the Territory of Dakota
.n 1878.1

Michal Wesenberg was i's founder, but the restless and

^Several sources stated 1879 as the year of establishment, but
the detailed account in Johs. B. Wist, Norsk-amerikanernes festskrift
Decorah, Iowa: The Symra Company, 1914) and the number of the volumes in
the earliest issues preserved would suggest 1878 as the correct year.
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adventurous Wesenberg held the post only for about a year.

Wesenberg

was instrumental in establishing a number of N•s.

Most of them, however, were short-lived.

Lieu/a

His constant pur

suit of greater opportunities and his enjoyment of political contro
versy eventually brought him to Duluth, Minnesota, where he settled
down, finding employment in the Norwegian-language newspaper the
Duluth skandinav ("The Duluth Scandinavian") suitable to his needs

The Red River poster, was bought by the English-language hews
which at this time

w a s

published in Fargo by Major

Alanson Edwards, a long-time opponent of the Farmers' Alliance move
meat and the Populist party, being a stout supporter of Alexander
McKenzie.

Major Edwards sold the Red River posten to Captain H. 0

■ey, an Englishman born in Denmark where his father had been con
sul general.

After having served as an officer in the British army

he came to the United States and eventually to Fargo
Captain Carey published the paper from 1879 to 1880, when he
Christian Brandt.

Brandt had come to America from

Vestre Slidre in Valdres, Norway, in 1876 at the age of twenty-three
He hoped to obtain work with one of the railroad construction outfits
having studied engineering in Germany, but because, of the depression
here was none available.

He worked instead for s

^Carlton C. Qualey, Norwegian Settlement in the United
(Northfield, Minn.: Norwegian-American Historical Association
pp. 126-27; Wist, Festskrift, pp. 58-70, 141-/,Q; Fram, May 18,
■JElwyn B, Robinson, History of North Dakota (Lincoln
University of Nebraska Press, 1966), pp. 223, 257-63; Wist,
pp. 97, 141.

______

_____

________

anguage newspapers, and after selling the Red River posten in 1881. he
became editor of the Norweoian-lSh

o j.'tO i' u v c S 1 6 n

Northwest") in St. Paul, Minnesota.^
Major Alanson Edwards bought the paper back from Brandt and
hired John C. Miller as editor.

Miller was to continue on the staff

of the Argus for many years and was a much employed speaker for various
occasions.

In 1883 the Red River posten came into the ownership of

P. T. Julseth and one Myhra.

Julseth was a graduate cf Augsburg Semi

nary in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and after making a substantial contri
bution to the Norwegian-American press in Dakota and Minnesota, he
moved to the west coast in the 1890's.

In 1884 Christian Brandt, who

then owned and edited the Nordvesten in St. Paul, bought the Red River
posten and merged it with the Nordvesten.^
Politically the Red River posten affiliated with the Republican
party, although not always supporting the same faction within the party.
The Nelson-Kindred campaign in 1882 found the paper supporting Kindred,
a fact that greatly reduced its popularity among the Norwegians.

Knute

Nelson entered the race in the fifth Minnesota congressional district
after the reapportionment of 1881.

His opponent was Charles F. Kindred,

also a Republican, and the fierce campaigning by both contestants earned
the district the sensational name "The Bloody Fifth."

For Kindred it

vJist, Festskrift, p. 99; Knut Gjerset, "Dictionary of NorwegianAmerican Biography" (typescript in the collections of the NorwegianAmerican Historical Association, Northfield, Minn.), unpaged.
Christian
Brandt received his rank as major in the Minnesota National Guard shortly
after moving to St. Paul.
During the Spanish-American war he organized
a regiment made up of Norwegian immigrants.
^Wist, Festskrift, p p . 140-41.
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was unfortunate that Dakota Territory was not part of the fifth con
gressional district, as sentiment ran very high for him lust across
the line; Kindred was humorously nicknamed "The Dakota Candidate" by
some newspapers.

At the Republican convention in Detroit Lakes brass

bands and marchers came from Fargo to help along "Charlie's" cause.^

Den norske amerikaner
P. T. Julseth was the connecting link between the different
newspaper enterprises in the early history of the Fram.

Julseth had

already established the Den norske amerikaner ("The Norwegian
American") in 1883 in Fargo, but it enjoyed very little success, and
the next year it was discontinued.

Like the Red River posten, it

was a weekly publication.'7

Amerikaneren
The Amerikaneren ("The American") was Julseth's® second attempt
at establishing a Norwegian-language newspaper in Fargo.

It began pub

lication in the fall of 1884 as a weekly newspaper, but was discontinued
after a short time due to lack of support.^

^Ibid., p. 141; Martin W. Odland, The Life of Knute Nelson
(Minneapolis, Minn.: The Lund Press, Inc., 1926), pp. 98-131.
^Fargo-posten, March 14, 1885; Ulvestad, Nordmaendene, I, 430;
Winnifred Gregory, e d . , American Newspapers 1821-1936: A Union List of
Files Available in the United States and Canada (New York: The H. W.
Wilson Company, 1937), p. 514.
g

No secondary sources mention that P. T. Julseth published and
edited the Den norske amerikaner and the Amerikaneren and irrefutable
primary sources are not available. From the few sources that do exist,
however, it is fairly certain that this is the case.
o
•'Ulvestad, Nordmaendene , I, 430: Fargo-posten, March 14 , 1885.

The Fargo-posten ("The Fargo Post") was intended as a successor

but still it required great effort and self-sacrifice on Julseth's part
to succeed.

Julseth tried to put the paper on a sounder financial foot

ing by requesting people to pay up debts they had incurred as subscribers
to the Deii norske amerikaner and the Atnerikaneren.

When he found people

unwilling to settle their accounts, he printed their names under the
heading "deadbeats

1885, and Julseth edited and published it alone as a weekly newspaper
until April 1S87.

At that time A. A. Trovaten bought a half interest

an indication of a certain amount of success for Julseth
when

iwO me n

In November 1888, Julseth, wearying of the strain and responsold it to John 0. Bye
Carl Bothne had edited the paper from August 1888, and in March 1889
he and one Glasrud bought to Fargo-posten from Bye.

Bothne was the

son of the well-known Professor Thrond Bothne, a brilliant newspaper
man and author of a Norwegian-American church history.

Carl Bothne

Iowa, but died
in 1892 when only twenty-four years old while preparing for the medical

Ibid

April 14, 1887, January 24, 1885; Wist, Festskrift

54
profession in Chicago.

Glasrud was with the Fargo-posten

period of time, and when he left» the name of the
Bothne and Tandberg until the paper merged with
1889

.12
Together with other Norwegian-language newspapers,

posten was strongly involved in the prohibition controversy
cated temperance.

Much of the paper was often filled with comments by

contributors in the form of letters to the editor or articles, and
contributions accepted and their location in the paper
the publisher's attitude.

Hans A. Foss, for instance, ;

work for prohibition in the columns of the Fargo-poste n . ^
Another contributor claimed that prohibition
in connection with a political movement, but the Fargo-posten stated
that in politics it wanted to be independent, backing or opposing whom
and what it desired.

The Fargo-posten did, however, align it.sel

the farmers against what it called the corrupt
ing Cass County.

In the election of 1886 the F

ousted the ringleaders froTiroffice:, and the. Fargo-po
announced that these were now on their Way down the
According to the Fargo-pos ten-, the true Republicans had
paper noted with satisfaction that the Norwegians rather than
Americans had headed the struggle.

-^-“Wist, Fes tskrif t , pp. 112-13, 139-40;
May 22, 1889.
^^Fargo-posten, December 26, 1885, April 8, 1
ment of Foss see above pages 16-17.
Fargo-posten, March 8,
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One of the alleged ringleaders in Cass County was Major Alanson
Edwards, publisher of the Argus.

This paper was supported by the rail

road king, James J. Hill, another person the Fargo-posten often ridi
culed.

Hill represented the "interests" which, in the view or the

Fargo-posten, exploited the farmers and prolonged the power of the
corrupt leaders of the territory.^ '
The Fargo-posten showed impatience with the political considera
tions which delayed statehood for Dakota.

The paper advocated the

entrance of the territory into the union as one state,

According to

the Fargo-posten, a division would be artificial since both the terri
tory and the people living there were largely homogeneous, making a
natural entity.

The desire for division had, the Fargo-posten found,

developed from the greed of the politicians who had only personal
interests at h e a r t . ^
The local news coverage was fairly good.

Sometimes the Fargo-

posten even commented on it, as when it showed indignation at the older
immigrants' practice of abusing the ignorance of nev?comers by making
them sign a long contract at low wages and expecting a woman to do the
work of a man.

The news from Norway and Denmark consisted of clippings

from Norwegian and Danish newspapers and reported minor happenings in
small places as well as major events in the life of each of the two
nations.

In addition Fargo-posten carried short stories and serials

to amuse its readers.

The subscribers were asked to pay $1.50 annually

for the four-page, seven-column weekly newspaper.

'^Ibld ■, March 8, 1886, November A, 1886.
^ Ib

1., December 15, 1887 , November 3, 1887.

x ^Ibid. , September 8, 1887.
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Vesten
When A. A. Trovaten left the Fargo-posten, he established the
weekly Vesten ("The West") in June 1888, also in Fargo, with Jurgen
Jensen and G. Bie Ravndahl as editors.

Trovaten had been born in

Telemark., Norway, but emigrated to the United States together with
his parents when only seven years old in 1867.

Trovaten was a rest

less and dynamic personality, inexhaustible in his many enterprises,
and soon won a respected position among the Norwegians in North
Dakota.

He was one of the champions of the bygdelag movement (the

organization of regional societies) in the United States and one of
-|Q
the founders of the Telelag, serving for many years as its president.
In January 1889 Ravndahl and the printer James Endresen took
over the Vesten.

Ravndahl was a capable newspaperman.

He had come

to the United States from Norway in 1885, when only twenty years old,
after having graduated from a Norwegian gymnasium and completing a
year of university studies.

Ravndahl eventually entered the consular

service of the United States and merits much gratitude for his promotion of American trade, especially in the Orient.

19

Ravndahl and Endresen sold the paper to its former publisher
Trovaten in May 1889, the same year.
the Fargo-posten as well.

At the same time Trovaten bought

The purchase of both papers was, in

■^Wist, Festskri f t , p p . 139-40; Reform (Eau Claire, W i s .),
June 30, 1927; Olaf Morgan Norlie, History of the Norwegian People in
America (Minneapolis, Minn.:
Augsburg Publishing House, 1925), p. 138.
See above page 35 for an explanation of bygdelag. Telemark is a region
in Norway.
•^Wist, Fes cskrif t , p. 147.

Trovaten's own words, an effort to "gather the spread forces and har
monize interests."

After calling the paper the Fargo-posten og Vesten

("The Fargo Post and the West") for a short while, Trovaten changed the
name to the Dakota ("The Dakota").^0
The Vesten had originally been established as a politically inde
pendent organ, but favored the views of the Democratic party.

The paper

claimed to be the first Norwegian-1anguage newspaper intended for the
whole Red River Valley, all other Norwegian-language newspapers being
In the first issue the Vesten printed its platform,
which included among other items satisfactory control of the power of
the railroad companies, the recovery of some of the land grants given
the railroads with redistribution of such land among the population,
and low-interest loans to the farmers.

When it came to prohibition

and the question of the division of Dakota Territory into two states,
the Vesten at this time showed great indifference.^
The platform was in agreement with the objectives of the
Farmers' Alliance movement, but the Vesten declared that it wanted to
work for the principles while being independent of the organization.
The paper's colleague and rival in Fargo, the Fargo-posten, claimed
that the Vesten was actually in league with the old political ring in
the county.

The Vesten in a counter-attack contended that it was the

other way around.

The Fargo-posten had never had many principles, the

Vesten said, and had usually sold out to the highest bidder, although
on
Ibid. , p. 139; Fargo-posten og Vesten, May 22, 1889.
"^Ves ten, June 23, 1888.
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not many had cared for the insignificant support the Fargo-posten could
22
provide.
In September 1883 the Fargo-posten's accusations seemed to
receive some justification.

At that time a corporation bought the

Vesten, and it became a straight Republican organ.

The political con

version did not affect the Vesten's attitude on prohibition, but on
93

many major issues it, of course, took a different stand.""'
The Vesten now insisted on dividing Dakota Territory into two
states, and this could be accomplished only by a Republican victory in
the national election and the subsequent removal of the Democratic
administration whose policy it was to keep Dakota in its territorial
status.

The Vaster, called on the other Norwegian-language nex<7spapers

to put away their prohibition monomania and follow the Vesten in its
fight for North Dakota."*^
North Dakota was authorized to frame a state constitution in
February 1889.

Trovaten, becoming in May owner of both the Vesten and

the Fargo-posten, pledged support of both papers to the Republican
administration of the young state; he warned that he would not be
silenced by party bosses, but would take a liberal and independent
oS

stand within the party. J

Like the other Norwegian-language newspapers the Vesten fea
tured short stories, serials, news items, and letters from its readers.*
2

22Ibid. , July 3, 1888.
2jIbJ._d., September 26, 1888, February 6, 1889.
2^lb id. , October 30, 1888, November 9, 1889.
2^Fargo-posten og Vesten. May 22, 1889.

The paper varied from six Co seven columns in size, had no more than
O
four pages, and cost SI.50 for a year's subscription. '

Dakota
A. A. Trovaten merged his Vesten and Fargo-posten into a new
weekly, the Dakota, and published it until March 1895.

G. Bie Ravn-

dahl did the editorial work until September 1890, when he moved to
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, to edit the Norwegian-language newspaper
the Syd Dakota ekko ("The South Dakota Echo").^
At Ravndahl’s departure Lauritz Larsen Stavnheim became edi
tor of the Dakota.

Stavnheim worked with the Dakota and the same pape

as it changed names for about eleven years.
at Sandnes, Jaeren, Norway.

He had been born in 1863

Stavnheim had worked for several well-

known Norwegian newspapers, mostly as editor, before coming to Canada
in 1889.

Here he worked on railway construction as a laborer, but

that same year he moved to the United States,

In the United States

Stavnheiir. became a strong spokesman for socialism among the Norwegian
immigrants and showed exceptional journalistic ability in his many
years of service to the Norwegian-American p r e s s . ^
During the election campaign of 1892 the Dakota switched its
support from the Republican to the Populist party, Stavnheim editing
the paper with great capability in the spirit of the Populist move
ment.

The paper continued its affiliation with the Populist party;

-^Vesten, June 23, 1888, July 18, 1888, January 9, 1889.
“■'Wist, Festskrif t , p. 139.
00
Ibid . , p. 127; Gjerset, "Norwegian-American Biography,"
unpaged.
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in the 1896 presidential campaign it gave its endorsement to the pro
gressive Democratic candidate William Jennings Bryan.

Bryan's views

on a silver currency were shared by the Dakota, which, as did Brvan,
made harsh attacks on the "gold Democrats."

?Q

In March 1895 Stavnheim and the printer T. A. Henning bought
the Dakota; Henning, however, sold his share to Amandas E. Norman in
December of the same year.
until March 1897.

The Dakota was published under this name

It usually had eight pages with from five to six

columns and cost $1.50 per year.

In 1890 it had, according to the

publishers, a circulation of 4,800; the circulation grew to 5,500 in
1895.30

Den fjerde juli, Fjerde juli og Dakota
In March 1896 Amandus E. Norman established on the ruins of
the Red Pdver dalen ("The Red River Valley") published for a few
years at Crooks ton, Minnesota, by Adolf Bydal the weekly newspaper
Den fjerde juli ("The Fourth of July") in Grand Forks.31'
Norman had attended the Unitarian Theological Seminary at
Meadville, Pennsylvania, graduating in 1891, and then studied at
Harvard for about a year.

Re had been born at Toten, Norway * in

1866 and had come to the United States with his parents as a young*
3

-"Dakota, September 16, 1896, September 23, 1896; Wist,
Festskrift, p. 139.
33Wist, Festskrift, p. 139; Den fjerde .juli, March 10, 1897;
Dak o t a , March 13, 1895, September 16, 1896, February 17, 1897 ,; Aver,
Newspaper Annual, 1S90, p. 546; 1895, p. 588.
-•'-Wist, Festskrift, p. 139; Den fjerde j uli, August 19 , 1896,
March 10, 1897.
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boy.

When the well-known Norwegian writer and Unitarian minister

Kristofer Janson returned to his native country in 1894, Norman suc
ceeded him as minister to the Nazareth Unitarian Congregation in
Minneapolis, Minnesota.
In March 1897 Norman and Stavnheim, part owner of the Dakota,
decided to merge their two newspaper enterprises, as both papers had
the. same political affiliation and Norman already owned a share in the
Dakota.

The new weekly newspaper was published in Fargo under the

awkward name the Fjerde juli og Dakota ("The Fourth of July and Dakota")
until 1898.

That year the paper was consolidated with the Rodhuggeren

"The Radical"), a Norwegian-language newspaper previously published at
Fergus Falls, Minnesota, and the name changed to the Fraro.
Both the Den fjerde juli and the Fjerde .juli og Dakota refused
to acknowledge the decline of Populism, and both assured the Republican
organ in Grand Forks, the Normanden, and what they called the old hum
bug faction of the Democratic party supporting Grover Cleveland, that
the Populists had no intention of lying down peacefully to die.

Both

publications had six columns, usuaiiy eight pages, and cost $1.00 a
year.34

^ Decorah posten, December 25, 1931; Wist, Fes;skrift, p. 140.
Amandus E. Norman went back to his duties as a Unitarian minister in
Minneapolis after his work for the Norwegian-American press in the
Red River Valley.
^ D e n fjerde juli, March 10, 1897; Fjerde juli og Dakota,
March 17, 1897.
-^Wist, Festskrift, p. 139; Den fjerde juli, March 10, 189 7.
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Fram
The Fram ("Forward")3j was edited until

1902 by Stavnheim and

Ole E. Hagen, and then for about a year by Hagen alone.
radical in political and religious outlook.

Both men were

In April 1903 A. A.

Trovaten bought Amandus E. Norman's share of the paper and became its
manager.

Trovaten was responsible for a large part of the editorial

work as well.

Jurgen Jensen also did editorial work for the Fram

for some time before 1911.

Jensen had one of the keenest pens in

Norwegian-American journalism at that time and excelled especially in
the critical polemic area.
ings with mixed sentiments.
dalen, Norway, in 1851.

Many had reason to remember Jensen's writ
He had been born at Vaernes, Nedre

S t $ x -

He distinguished himself as a student both

at the college (gymnasium) and university level, but in 1873 he emi
grated to the United States before earning a degree.

Jensen was on

the editorial staff of several Norwegian papers in the Red River
Valley.*
36
The Fram was a poor business enterprise when Trovaten took
over in 1903.

The paper had, Trovaten wrote thinking of Stavnheim1s

and Hagen's radicalism which characterized the paper during their
editorships, gone from Populism to socialism, and in 1903 had marked
anti-Christian sentiments, with its columns open to all kinds of
dubious advertising for quack patent medicines.

The point of

“>-'The Fram was also the name of the world famous vessel used by
the Norwegian arctic explorer, scientist, statesman, and humanitarian
Fridtjof Nansen on his expedition in the Arctic Ocean in the early
1890's. The connection is obvious.
36Wist, Festskrift, p p . 68-69; Fram, April 17, 1903; Normanden,
May 1, 1917.
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advertising concerned Trovaten very much; he continual]
Normanden in the columns of the Pram for carrying all kinds of obnox
ions advertising which in his opinion made the paper repulsive to touch
barehanded.

The Fram found this to be the explanation why the Nor-

manden could manage with an annual subscription fee of fifty cents
while the Fram had to ask for a dollar .

^

Under Trovaten's ownership and supervision the Fram enjoyed a
measure of success and by 1911 was
prise, reporting an estimated 7,300
year Trovaten sold the Fram to a corporation, the Fram Company, which
had been organized by the North
ceding July.

The corporati on had

of the company required
the Association.

Trovaten wanted to help the prohibition and temper

ance movement acquire its own organ, this being his reason for parting
with the successful enterprise.

From 1911 until January 1916 the Fram

was the official organ for the movement.38
A few months before the sale of the Fram, the paper's affilia
tion came drastically near to becoming something quite different from
a temperance society.

Trovaten had used 60 per cent of the shares in

the Fram as security for the purchase of a new printing press, and most
of these shares had come into the hands of a group of conservative
Republican politicians who wished a political organ in the Norwegian

'^Pram, November, 1911, February 28, 1908.
'^Ibid., November 11, 1911; Wist, Festskrift, p. 139; Ayer,
Newspaper Annual, 1911, p. 690.

language.

These politicians threatened to assume control of the Fram if

Trovaten did not pay his loan on the press within thirty days.

The pros

pects looked gloomy for Trovaten when a wealthy farmer in Park River,
John A. Trovaten, saved the day and the paper by settling the d e b t . ^
During the first few months after the corporation took over the
Fram, there were frequent changes in editors and managers.

Professor

C. W. Quanbeck was manager and editor-in-chief for a time assisted by
the Reverend 0. C. Farseth.

Farseth had edited the religious magazine

the F°r gamutel og ung ("For Old and Young") in Wittenberg, Wisconsin,
before doing editorial work for the Fram.

The different managers

included such men as G. N. Gundersen, Alfred Gabrielson, S. B. Salverson, and Sigurd Knudsen.
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The outstanding newspaperman connected with the Fram after the
sale to the temperance association was Peter Myrvold.

Myrvold had come

to work for the Fram in August 1911, and besides doing editorial work
in association with Trovaten, he had travelled about in the state as a
subscription solicitor and reporter.

For a while he was co-editor of

the Fram together with Professor Quanbeck; then from July 1912 he took
over the editorship alone, editing the Fram until February 1917.

He

also had the managerial responsibility of the paper for a period of
_.
41
time.
on

Fram, April 21, 1911. The interested parties were actually
able to hire their own editor and to publish a few issues of the Fram
before Trovaten could redeem a majority of the shares. Trovaten dis
associated himself with the contents of these issues of the Fram.
^Wist, Festskrift, pp. 139-40; Fram, January 17, 1912, July
IS, 19.12, February 1, 1917.
^ Fram, August 25, 1911, February 1, 1917.

MyrvoId came to the United States from 0stre Toten, Norway, in
1903 at the age of twenty-one, having gained experience in newspaper
work before leaving Norway,

In March 1906 he went to work for the

Reform ("The Reform"), the main Norwegian-language temperance sheet in
the United States, at Eau Claire, Wisconsin.

He then entered into the

service of the temperance associations., soon becoming known as one of
the most capable and efficient temperance speakers among the Norwegians
/0
in America.
In January 1916 the Ulsaker brothers became publishers of the
Fram with Ingvald H. Ulsaker as manager.

Ulsaker most likely did some

of the editorial work as well, although Myrvold stayed on as editor
with the new publishers.

From February 1917 J. L. Rindal took over the

editorship until the Fram merged with the Normanden in December of that
year. 43
The Fram was a weekly publication, but from 1901 to 1903 it was,
published semiweekly.

It began publication in a six-column format; in

1913 it was increased to seven columns with most weekly issues coming
out in eight pages, the semiweeklies having only four.

The Fram was

published in Fargo for its entire period of publication.^
From 1903 on the Fram was affiliated with the Republican party,
but in sympathy with the insurgent movements within the party.
second mainstay of the Fram was prohibition.

The

These two alignments

never changed, although after 1911 prohibition dominated somewhat.

^ Ibld., August 25, 1911; Wist, Festskrift , p p . 140-41.
^ Fram, January 27, 1916, February 1, 1917, December 6, 1917.
A4Ibid., July 23, 1901, April 17, 1903, January 9, 1913.
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The liberal anti-McKenzie platform of the Scandinavian Republi
can League was adopted by the Fram, and with Trovaten as president of
the League after 1908 the paper was bound to feel close to this orga
nization.

The two main concerns for the Fram, in the. Populist spirit,

were to get the state legislature to enact laws making the initiative
and referendum, or direct, legislative

possible.

In 1912 these two

objectives seemed to be on the verge of backfiring on the prohibition
ists.

At this point the Fram found that the idea of direct legislation

had many drawbacks, as it might be used by the anti-prohibitionists to
have the prohibition laws repealed.

The German-language newspaper the

Per Staats Anzeiger ("The State Reporter") in Bismarck, North Dakota,
had declared that the German Central Association would use all avail
able means to fight prohibition, and it was now being supplied with
weapons by the progressive papers/'^
After the formation of the Nonpartisan League in 1915, the Fram
acted as the principal spokesman for the League among the Norwegians
and carried on a heated discussion with the Normanden which led to m
exchange of accusations.

The Fram had always found much lacking in the

Normanden— both when it came to content and to political sincerity.

In

the years immediately before the two papers merged the Normanden's
shortcomings were magnified in the Fram's opinion.
World War I made the breach between the Nonpartisan League and
its opponents greater because the question of loyalty arose, the
League's adversaries interpreting the activities of the League as unpa
triotic.

Like the Nonpartisan League, the Fram advocated strict1

1

November 7, 1912.

‘’ibid. , November 13, 1908, June 8, 1906, June 14, 1907,
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neutrality before the United States entry into the war, attacked arma
ment and the drafting of young men and not wealth.

Financing the war

through bonds was, in the Fram’s opinion, making the ordinary nan supply
both the manpower and the money to fight.

A conscription of wealth and

war profits would be much fairer, in the Pram's and the League's view.
The Fram, however, never mentioned anything in its columns that could
possibly be construed as disloyal to the greater American cause in its
advocacy of the Nonpartisan League.

46

The question of loyalty had been raised by the Fram on quite
another matter in 1905 when Norway broke all ties with Sweden.

At that

time the disloyalty charges were, however, merely a local dispute with
certain amusing aspects.

The Fram contended that the consul for the

United Kingdoms of Sweden and Norway, H. Bendeke in Grand Forks, had,
even though of Norwegian ancestry, been disloyal to the Norwegian cause
during the country's struggle for recognition.

The Fram suggested his

bequeathal to the Swedes and the establishment of a Norwegian consulate
in Fargo.

The Statstidende in Hillsboro disagreed completely with the

Fram's evaluation of Bendeke and expressed hopes that he would accept
an appointment as Norwegian consul.
The Fram, as did the other Norwegian-language newspapers , car
ried extended polemical exchanges by its readers.

In June 1913 there

was a special occasion for a discussion in Lne paper’s columns.

At

48
that time a t- ;t of the creator of the Norwegian landsmaal,
Ivar

Fram, November 4, 1915, November 19, 1914, April 26, 1917.
47t,
Ibid., October 27, 1905; Statstidende, November 7, 190548 For an explanation of the landsmaal see footnote on the
N o r r ^ n a , page 111-12.
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Aasen:, was unveiled at Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota.

The

Su m m e r s lag/*' representing the region of Norway where Aasen was born,
had taken the initiative in having the brilliant Norwegian self-taught
scholar in the field of linguistics honored in America.

Hulda Garborg,

wife of Arne Garborg the famous writer who used Tasen's brand of Nor
wegian in his novels, was present at the festivities.

The Reverend

Anders Hovden, writer of religious hymns in the landsmaal and minister
in the Norwegian state church, represented the Norwegian Parliament
(Storting) at the unveiling and gave the address using Aasen's standard.
In the enthusiasm that followed, a local maallag-^ was founded to work
for the cause of the landsmaal among Norwegians in America.

The dis

cussion aftervnrds between different groups of peonle, Norvegianlanguage newspapers, and individuals had all the emotional overtones
of a similar debate in Norway.
The Fram otherwise contained the usual amount of short stories,
serials, and local news items from Norway and the regions in America
of interest to the paper's subscribers.

Aside from this, the general

news coverage of national and international events was poor.4
9

49

See above, page 35 for an explanation of bygdelag.

j(-,A group or society to work for the written version of Nor
wegian created by Ivar Aasen as the predominant literary and official
language of Norway, See footnote below pages 111-12.
51

Fran, June 5, 1913, June 12, 1913.

Besides the ten newspaper enterprises already mentioned, there
were more than thirty other attempts made at publishing Norwegianlanguage papers in North Dakota.

The majority of these ventures had

to be abandoned after a short and miserable existence.

The high rate

of mortality in the Norwegian-American press in the state had various
causes, but some would seem rather obvious.

Many of the publishers had

a grossly unrealistic optimism as to the possibilities of a Norwegianlanguage organ; they often established a paper with inadequate means to
secure its position, sometimes running out of funds after publication
of only two or three issues of the paper.

Beca US 6 i t was relatively

easy to establish a foreign-language paper, a number of the papers
were the responsibility of only one man, and they continued publica
tion only as long as he could or would make the required sacrifices
to keep the paper alive.

His pleas to the subscribers to settle their

accounts with the paper and also his abrupt abandonment of the enter
prise when the money was not forthcoming can be easily appreciated.
Sometimes there were just too many papers competing for the
limited number of potential subscribers; the small town of Hillsboro
had, for instance, at one time as many as three Norwegian-language
papers.

The increase in the number of papers at certain times was

the act of eager politicians, often with no Norwegian background,
69
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who wanted to cultivate the Norwegian voter before an election.

These

politicians would either buy an already existing paper, often one in
financial difficulties, or they would finance the establishment of a
new paper.

Their interest in the Norwegian-language press rarely sur

vived the election, and with the loss of financial support the paper
had to be discontinued.

These papers seldom reflected the liberal

political convictions of most Norwegians in the state and so could
not gain a firm foothold in the Norwegian population.

A fair gener

alization would be that any paper with too marked political affilia
tions had to make a greater effort to survive as it did not appeal
to the whole segment of Norwegian-speaking North-Dakctans.

Nordstjernen
The Nordstjernen ("The North Star") was another of the news
papers established by Michal Wesenberg, who had published a paper by
the same name in Whitehead, Wisconsin.

The Nordstjernen was the second

Norwegian-language enterprise in North Dakota, and it began publication
in Grand Forks in 1879 as a weekly.

It continued publication in Grand

Forks until 1881, with Jurgen Jensen doing the editorial work.^
In 1881 the Nordstj ernen moved to Fargo, and the ownership was
assumed by a corporation interested in supporting Charles F. Kindred
against Knute Nelson for election to the United States House of Repre
sentatives from Minnesota in 1882.

Kindred had put many influential

men in Dakota under obligation to him while serving as chief clerk, in
2

the land department of the Northern Pacific railroad.*
2

■''Wist, Festskrift, p. 141; Ulvestad, Nordmaendene, I, 439.

141.

20dland, Knute Nelson, p p . 103, 118-19; Wist, Festskrift, p.
For more on the Nelson-Kindred campaign see above pages 51-52.
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Edvard Larssen, who opposed Nelson in the notable campaign,
probably did some editorial work for the Nordstjernen at this time.
Larssen had come from Norway in 1864 at the age of twenty-four and
had gained experience in newspaper work before emigrating by editing
for a time the influential Bergens tidende in Bergen, Norway.

In the

United States he had worked as editor for Norwegian-1anguage news
papers and even tried to establish his own newspaper business, but
unfortunately without much success.

In 1879 he was a member of the

Minnesota legislature.
In 1883 the printers Hallward Axelsen and Ingolf Axelsen owned
the Nordstjernen.

They published the paper for about a half a year,

employing J. 0. Blichfeldt as editor.

Thorvald Gulbrandsen, publisher

of the Grand Forks tidende, then bought the paper, but transferred it
shortly to the publishers Julseth and Myhra.

The change in ownership

came about because Myhra traded his share in the Grand Forks tidende
for the Nordstjernen, and then merged the paper with the Den norske
anerikaner, where he became joint publisher and editor together with
P. T. Julseth.

The Nordstjernen was published in eight six-column

4
pages.

Grand Forks tidende
Tellef Grundyson began publishing the Grand Forks tidende ("The
Grand Forks Ne\v,s") as a weekly newspaper in Grand Forks in 1880.

Grundy

son came from Setesdal, Norway, and could boast of being author of one
of the first short stories published in the Norwegian language in America.
O
Wist, Festskrift, pp. 61, 141.
L

Ibid., pp. 141-42; Ulvestad, Nordmaendene, I, 438.
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Thorvald Gulbrandsen acted as manager, and after a year he bought the
Grand Forks tidende from Grundyson.
Norway, in 1854.

Gulbrandsen had been born at Moss,

He was a printer by profession before he emigrated to

the United States in 1874, coming to the Red River Valley in 1879, where
he resided most of the time at Grand Forks.

He was associated with

several of the Norwegian-language newspapers in the Valley before his
involvement in the G rand Forks tidende.

In 1887 he moved to Minneapolis,

Minnesota, where he established and published the highly successful Nor
wegian-language daily the Minneapolis daglig tidende ("The Minneapolis
Daily News").

He published the Grand Forks tidende in Grand Forks until

1888, at which time he moved it to Minneapolis, where it was published
as a weekly edition of the Daglig tidende."’
L. K. Hassel had edited the Grand Forks tidende a period, for a
time assisted by Jurgen Jensen.

Octavius Arnesen and Tom Overland also

did editorial work for the Grand Forks tidende; the latter became the
first editor of the Minneapolis daglig tidende.^
The Grand Forks tidende participated in the promotion of settle
ment in northern Dakota Territory by printing articles, aimed at Nor
wegian settlers farther east, which lauded the possibilities of the
territory.

The other papers in the Red River Valley at this time, both

English and Norwegian, did their best to attract prospective settlers
to the new region.

The many Norwegian papers in the Twin cities and

other cities in Minnesota, Iowa, and Illinois also contained news of
northern Dakota, its lands, and the progress of settlement./
-M'.?i s t , Festskrift, pp . 102-07.
(L

'ibid., pp. 104, 142; Normanden, May 1, 1917.
^Qualey, Norwegian Settlement, p p . 158-59.
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Klndred-blad
The Kindred-biad ("The Kindred Newspaper") was a weekly news
paper published in Kindred, Dakota Territory, from 1880 to 1882.

The

publisher and editor was H. S^hoel.

Devils Lake tidende
From 1884 to 1885, N. L. Asheim published the Devils Lake
tidende ("The Devils Lake News") in Devils Lake, Dakota Territory.
X A-
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Dakota-bladet
In the spring of 1886 Hans A. Foss began publishing the Dakotabladet ("The Dakota Newspaper") as a weekly newspaper in Portland,
Dakota Territory, later moving it t.o Hillsboro.

Foss did most of the

editorial work himself, but was assisted by the Reverend Amandus E,
Norman, who was a regular contributor to the Dakota-bladet.

Foss had

to discontinue publication in 1887.
The Dakota-bladet's short period of publication was due in part
to a political conflict.

It had been established as an organ for the

prohibition and temperance movement, intending to attract subscribers
from the whole Northwest.

The paper, however, could not resist oppos

ing what it called the corrupt political ring in power in Traill County

®01af Morgan Norlie, Norwegian-Americana Papers 1897-1946
(Northfield, Minn.: Eilion Mimeopress, 1946), p. 8.
^Ibid., p. 5; Wist, Festskrift, p. 142.
■^Wist, Festskrift , p. 141; Ulvestad, Nordmaendene, I, 432.

and in 1886 gave its support to the candidates for county offices nomiated at the Independent County Convention.

This involvement in county

politics made the Dakota-bladet a local paper; to make its views better
known, part of the paper was printed in English.

The Dakota-bladet soon

began receiving a series of terminations of subscription from people
outside Traill County, or from people who resented the amount of English
carried by the paper. ^
After the new county officials proved to be a great disappoint
ment when it came to enforcing prohibition under the local option sys
tem, Foss was almost sued for libel because he turned his weapons on
them, accusing them of inconsistency and breach of promises made before
the election, even implying bribery by the liquor interests.

The Dakota-

bladet was almost bankrupt, and disgusted with the little progress the
paper's principles were making, Foss let the paper die.

He took the

subscription list with him when he shortly after went to work for the

12

Normanden in Grand Forks.

Folkets rdst, Afholds-basunen
The Folkets r^st ("The Voice of the People") was established
in Hillsboro in 1886 as a weekly newspaper by L. P. Brevig and L. P. N.
Muri.

The paper enlisted strongly in the prohibition and temperance

13
crusades.

•^Eidsvold, May, 1909.
^ Ibid. , May, 1909; Ulvestad, Nordmaendene, I, 432; Wist,
Festskrift , p. 141; Nordlie, Norwegian-Americana, p. 5.
13

Norlie, Norwegian-Amaricana, p. 5; Wist, Festskrift, p. 142.

The next year the Afholds-basunen Publishing Company was orga
nized, and this company took on the publishing of the Polkets rg>st ,
changing the name to the Afho 1ds -b as linen ("The Temperance Trumpet") .
One might well ask what prompted the publishers to burden the paper
with such a name.

The Reverend Jens T. L^nne was the principal per

sonality in the enterprise.
1854.

L«5nne had been born in Sogn, Norway, in

After having prepared for the teaching profession, he emigrated

to the United States in 1876, where he attended Augsburg Theological
Seminary in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

He moved to Grafton, Dakota Ter

ritory, as an ordained minister after graduating.

A few years later

he moved to Hillsboro.
Ljinne was editor-in-chief of the Afholds-basunen until 1892;
he built up a circulation of 3,000 by 1891; in 1895 it had grown to
3,500.

L?(nne was a gifted temperance speaker and was deeply involved

with the issue of prohibition before North Dakota gained statehood in
1889.

In 1894 Lpnne left the publishing company.^
Until October 1890, Torger T. Hov assisted in the editorial

work.

In the political disagreement among the Norwegian prohibition

ists in 1890, Hov sided with those who wanted tc promote prohibition
within the Populist part, and this cost him his position with the
Republican Afholds-basunen.
the Normanden's.

Hov's political conviction coincided with

The editor of the Normanden, Hans A. Foss, and the

editor of the Afholds-basunen, the Reverend Jens T. L^nne, engaged in
the prohibitionists' political debate of 1890 with an ardor that was

-^Decorah posten, January 3, 1941.
l^Wist, Festskrift, p. 142; Ayer, Newspaper Annual, 1895, p.
589.
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:inflamed by a personal dislike of each other.

Hov was succeeded by

Andreas Lindelie, who took on the editorial work alone with Lynne's
retirement as editor in 1892.

Lindelie worked in this capacity until

the fall of 1895, when he was given a similar position with the
Normanden.^ ^
The Reverend Knut B. Birkeland edited the Afhoids-basunen from
1895 until it was discontinued in December 1896.

He was the author of

several short stories depicting the evils of liquor and intended to
have an educational effect on the readers.

Such stories were the stock-

in-trade for manv Sorwegian-American writers, and the Afhoids-basunen
printed this kind of woebegone tale taken from real life under the head
ing Afholdssaken ("The Temperance Cause") .

Birkeland had been born in

1857 at Hosanger, Oster^ya, near Bergen, Norway.

He emigrated to the

United States in 1882, and four years later was ordained by the Nor
wegian Lutheran church.

In this period, with Birkeland as editor of

the Afhoids-basunen and Lindelie editing the Normanden, then a Republi
can organ, there was some editorial animosity between the two.

Linde

lie doubted Birkeland's intellectual capacity, calling him a "peanut
brain," and Birkeland acidly expressed pleasure at finally being able
to welcome Lindelie into the ranks of total abstainers
The Afhoids-basunen consisted of four pages with eight columns
and cost $1.00 a year.

Its stated objectives were to work for

XDWist, Festskrift, p. 142; Foss, Tredlveaarskrigen, p. 31.
■^Wist, Festskrift, p p . 136, 141; Afhoids-basunen, November 25,
1895; Olaf Morgan Norlie, Norsk lutherske prester i Amerika, 1843-1913
(Minneapolis, Minn.:
Augsburg Publishing House, 1914), p. 218. Before
Birkeland's tenure, Kjetil Knutsson had also been on the editorial
staff of the Afhoids-basunen.

temperance and prohibition and to report general news.

During the first

1 ft
years of publication it was the organ of the Prohibition party,-""" but in
1890 it became lade pc ink

i,.,r . li. in, still working f.

principles of temperance and prohibition
In the June 18, 1890, issue the Afholds-basunen gave an enlight
ening insight into the work done by this paper and the Normanden for the
cause of prohibition before the drafting of the state constitution.
They claimed to be the only newspapers working for a prohibition section
in the constitution, no important English-language editor oi any con
sequence in the state even mentioning the issue.

For this reason the

"saloon element" thought that there was no necessity for a campaign
against prohibition in North Dakota, and so the allotted money was
spent in South Dakota instead.

While English-speaking opponents of

prohibition rested on their oars, the Normanden and the Afholds-basunen
visited about 4,000 homes a week each propagandizing for prohibition.
The success for the prohibitionists at the constitutional convention
in 1889 came as a complete surprise to the liquor interests.

20

During Birkeland's editorship the paper more or less ceased
being a newspaper.

The news coverage had been rather cursory previ

ously, and the Afholds-basunen was in its last year a church paper with

21

a certain Populistic inclination politically.1

1P>The oldest active third party, it advocated the legislative
prohibition of the manufacture and sale of alcoholic beverages.
It had
been founded at a convention in Chicago in 1869 called by John Russell.
-^Wist, Festskrift, p. 142.
"^Afholds-basunen, June 18, 1890.

21 Ibid., January 8, 1896; Wist, Festskrift, p. 142.
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Folkets avis
The Folkets avis ("The People's Newspaper") was intended as a
successor to the Arnolds- Daaimcn and began pool!cat ion as a
Hillsboro in 1898.
$1.00 a year.

iu-

It was printed in four seven-column pages and cost

In December 1899 the paper reported a circulation of

3,600.22
This considerable success was the achievement of Axel P. Trockstad.

Trockstad was born in Drammen, Norway, in 1873, emigrated with his

parents to the United States at the age of fifteen, and apprenticed in a
printing office in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

He had employment with sev

eral Norwegian-American newspapers, homesteaded in Canada, and was after
73

his retirement to Wisconsin a regular contributor to the Decorah posten. ‘
Kjetil Knutsson did editorial work for the Folkets avis for a
while.

When he became owner of the Statstidende in Hillsboro in 1904, he

r\/
also bought the Folkets avis and merged the two papers.

q

The Folkets avis was edited in the Afholds-basunen's spirit,
politically favoring the views of the Democratic party.

Temperance and

prohibition were the paper's main concerns, however, adding social danc
ing to its list of sinful practices.

The news coverage was, as in most

of the Norwegian-language newspapers, very incomplete aside from local
news items from the circulation area of the paper.*
3
2

~~Folkets avis, March 4, 1899, December 30, 1899.
23

Decorah posten, May 26, 1955; Ulvestad, Nordmaendene, I, 434;
Wist, Festskrift, p. 143.
-^Statstidende , April 5, 1904.
2^Folkets avis, March 10, 1900, April 14, 1900, April 28, 1900,
January 20, 1900.

Nordlyset
The Nordlyset ("The Northern Light") was published as a weekly
.....paper a very short period in Grand Forks in 1888-89 by W. R.
Bierly.

Statstidende (1)
A group of politicians established the Statstidende ("The
State News") in Devils Lake, North Dakota, in 1890 to support Henry C.
Hansbrough, the McKenzie henchman's bid for the Republican nomination
for Congress against the Farmers' Alliance leader Martin N. Johnson.
Hansbrough desired the support of a Norwegian-language paper to coun
teract the influence of the Normanden, which worked strenuously and
indefatigably in favor of Johnson.
John 0. Syverson did the editorial work for the weekly
Statstidende.

He was a capable writer and worked for Hansbrough's

candidacy and against Johnson's with objectivity and conviction.
The Normanden found it inconceivable that any Norwegian would support
a "yankee" politician in league with the McKenzie machine at the
expense of a compatriot.

Syverson had to defend his position against

abusive and unfair accusations by the Normanden, and at times the
political controversy between the two papers was reduced to a personal
feud between the editors.
After Johnson's nomination and ultimate election, there was
little reason for Hansbrough to publish a Norwegian-language organ,

26 Ulvestad, Nordmaendene, I, 439; Norlie, Norwegian-Americana,
p. 10.

□un
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and the Statstldende was discontinued shortly after the election in
1890.

Syverson went back to farming near Churchs Ferry.

He later

became one of the most eager and capable champions of the temperance
and prohibition cause in North D a k ota.^

Wahpeton, North Dakota
A Norwegian-language newspaper was established in the early
1890's in Wahpeton, North Dakota, but was published only a few issues.
The only source mentioning this paper claims that it was based on
yO
deceit and therefore declines to give the name of the paper.

Banneret, Vesterheimen
The Banneret ("The Banner") was founded in Hatton, North Dakota,
as a weekly newspaper in 1892.

The banker S. M. Froslid had begun pub-

lic.ation of the paper to champion the single tax system.

29

The Banneret

had only four pages and cost $1.00 for a year's subscription.

30

In 1894 Froslid sold the Banneret to G. T. Hagen, who changed
the name to the Vesterheimen ("The Home in the West") and moved it to
Mayville, North Dakota.

Hagen had tried his hand at writing after he

came to the United States from Sigdal, Norway, and his book Per
Kjpiseth, Manden til Marit ("Per Kjf61seth, Marit's Husband") was widely
read among Norwegians in the Northwest.
97

In 1900 he moved the*
9

Foss, Trediveaarskrigen, p p . 56-57.

9Q
“°Ulvestad, Nordmaendene, I, 444.
0 Q

-

A proposal to raise all government revenue rrom a single tax
on land. The system was popularized by the American economist Henry
George in his Progress and Poverty (1879).
J®Norlie, Norwegian-Americana, p. 4; Ayer, Newspaper Annual,
lorn;
^

„

>q q -
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Vesterheimen to Crookston, Minnesota, where it continued to come out for
many years, with Hagen as publisher and editor.

The Vesterheimen was

reformist in its political v i e w . ^

Folkets yen
The Reverend Martin Shirley founded the Folkets yen ("The Friend
of the People") in September 1895 in Fargo, North Dakota.
moved to Moorhead, Minnesota, wheit

Tt later

it was discontinued in 1897.

The

Folkets ven was published as a weekly, with Shirley both as editor and
ublisher; it had four pages in six columns and cost $1.00 a year.-*^
Initially the Folkets ven editorially supported the Populist
party, but it soon took a staunch Republican position in state and
national

clitics.

As a Republican organ it repudiated the Populist

party, and before the presidential election in 1896 the paper did its
utmost to discredit the Democratic candidate William Jennings Bryan
and his silver Democrats.

The free coinage of silver, advocated by

the Populists and the silver Democrats, would in the opinion of the
Folkets ven only aid the silver mine owners and create new millionaires
while the common man would be no better off.

On the other hand the

paper decided that the all powerful North Dakota politician Alexander
McKenzie had remained true to the ideals of the Republican party and
had worked in the interest of the party and its program.

When a group

of drunks had disturbed a political meeting in Fargo where the Republi
can Senator Knute Nelson from Minnesota had been the main speaker, the*
2
3

■^Wist, Festskrift, p. 129.
32

Norlie, Norwegian-Americana, p. 6; Wist, Festskrift , p. 143;

folkets ven, September 30, 1896.

FoIke ts yen immediately found out that the disturbance had been
by reform people who here disclosed their true nature.

Besides i

loyalty to the Republican party, the paper advocated prohibition,
small publication was often so completely filled with advertisements,
especially official announcements, that there was little space for
news matter or stories generally found in all the Norwegian papers.

Den frie presse (Valley City posten)
The Den frie presse (Valley City posten)

("The Free Press - The

Valley City Post")^4 began publication in Valley City, North Dakota, in
1895.

A weekly newspaper it was founded by Lars P. S^lsness, who kept

it going for about a year.

S<$lsness later graduated from medical s

and settled down as a physician in Boston, Massachusetts.

J

Landmanden
The Landmanden ("The Farmer") was published monthly in Mayville,
North Dakota, in 189-4, but the next year it moved to Fargo.

Hans J.

Kopperdahl and C. Cranston had established the paper together, with
Kopperdahl doing the editorial work.

Kopperdahl, born in Sogn, Norway,

in 1860, was eight years old when he emigrated to the United States with
his parents.

Here he acquired some education, commencing the study of

Theology at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1881.

But

-^Folkets v e n , October 28, 1896, October 14, 1896, November 4,
1896, December 16, 1896.
-l4Norlie, Norwegian-Americana, lists the Den frie presse and
the Valley City posten as two separate newspaper enterprises, but it
is evident that the two names represent only one paper.
Norlie, Norwegian-Americana, n.

1 '

7

■f

. 143.

he lacked the necessary funds, he had to discontinue his studies after
two years.

Before establishing the Landmanden, he had started a

Norwegian-language newspaper in Helena, Montana, together with his
father-in-law, T. S. Nordgaard, who probably also had something to do
with the Landmanden.

As the name indicates, the paper was an agricul

tural publication intending to circulate among farmers and containing
articles of interest to them.

The Landmanden enjoyed very little suc

cess, however, and the venture was abandoned in November 1896.

The

paper had eight pages and cost :i.uu per year.

Fargo-posten (2)
In October 1897, T. S. Nordgaard established the Fargo-posten
("The Fargo Post"), the second paper' of that same name, as a four-page
weekly newspaper in Fargo, North Dakota.

His son-in-law, Hans J.

Kopperdahl, took on the editorial work and acted as manager also, soon
becoming sole owner of the paper.

Kopperdahl edited the Fargo-posten

until March 1903, when advanced cancer forced him to retire, and in a
pathetic note printed in the paper, he bid his readers good-bye,
reminding them of their obligations to his wife, who soon would be a
widow with several small children to provide for.

Kopperdahl died in

July of that year, and the Fargo-posten did not survive him by many
months.

His obituary was written by Jurgen Jensen, who may have done

done the editorial work for the Fargo-posten at this time.

07

-^Gjerset, "Norwegian-American Biography," unpaged; Ulvestad,
Nordmaer.dene, I, 436: Ayer, Newspaper annual, 1895, p. 590; Fargo-*
3
posten , July 27, 1903.
3
March 4, 1899.
Fargo-posten.

•'Fargo posten, October 22, 1897, March 27, 1903, July 27, 1903,
See above pages 53-55 for the history of the first
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The Fargo-posten was strictly Republican in political view, but
said that it opposed the machine candidates in the state.

Uniquely for

a Norwegian-language newspaper, it opposed prohibition, desiring a
repeal of the prohibition laws, contending that these were a ridiculous
OO
attempt by the state to determine what people should eat or drink.

Statstidende (2)
The Statstidende ("The State News"'' , the second paper of that
name, was founded in Hillsboro, North Dakota, by the Banner Publishing
Company in 1897.

The company hired the highly gifted and capable

journalist Kjetil Knutsson as editor.

Knutsson edited the paper until

October 1899, when the Danish printer C. F. Bahnsen became editor and
also publisher of the Statstidende.

Bahnsen was never quite accepted

by his Norwegian colleagues in the newspaper business and was espe
cially condemned for supporting the reactionary forces within the
Republican party, claiming that the amount of advertising of insurance
company financial statements carried by the Statstidende illustrated
OQ
clearly on whom the paper leaned for financial support.

J

The Fram also had some misgivings about Kjetil Knutsson's
political independence and sympathy.

In April 1904 Knutsson bought

the Statstidende from Bahnsen, at the same time purchasing the Folkets
avis, also in Hillsboro, and merging it with the Statstidende.

Knutsson

owned the. paper until November 1905, when "political circumstances," as
he explained it, made it necessary for him to sell it.

The new owner

^ Fargo-posten, December 26, 1902.
-^Statstidende, May 25, 1897, October 24, 1899; Folkets avis,
March 10, 1900; Fram, January 8, 1903.
See above pages 79-80 for the
history of the first Statstidende.

gggfflPW
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had h o - connection with Norway, being of German ancestry.

He was J . F.

Hetler, school superintendent of Traill County.^1®
J.

t'.

Hetler appeared as publisher and editor, but understand

ably his ability to edit a Norwegian-language newspaper was limited.
C. F. Bahnsen came back as editor and stayed until publication was
discontinued in 1909. 41
The Statstidende was published weekly.

Until 1904 it consisted

of four seven-column pages, and after that it was reduced in format to
iq
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In 1905 it had an estimated circulation of 1,500.

42

In spite of some Norwegian-language newspapers' allegation of
a continual alliance of itself and reactionary forces, the Statstidende
seemed to fluctuate between the insu'gent and the conservative factions
within the Republican party.

The latter alignment, however, had the

longest duration, including the majority of the years the paper was
published.

Bahnsen's two periods as editor represented the conserva

tive phases, the Banner Publishing Company probably having conserva
tive backing as well.^3
When Kjetil Knutsson returned to it as editor and sole owner in
1904, he said that he adhered completely to the platform of the Scan
dinavian Republican League, printing the principal planks in the

^ Fram , December 8, 1905; Statstidende, April 5, 1904,
November 21, 1905.
^ A y e r , Newspaper Annual, 1909, p. 653; Wist, Festskrift, p. 143.
^ Statstidende, May 25, 1897, April 5, 1904; Ayer, Newspaper
Annual, 1905, p. 652.
^ Folkets avis, February 24, 1900.

Statstidende.

On the prohibition issue, however, he showed some dis

satisfaction with the way this important reform was being handled by
the temperance and prohibition people themselves.

He claimed that

they were too isolationist, and instead of participating in the polit
ical life in the state, they were busy arguing such trifles as to the
content of alcohol in the altar wine used for communion in the Lutheran
.
44
congregations.
Knutsson was made to realize that it did not pay to oppose the
conservative elements within the Republican party.

Because he had not

given his support to the conservative Elmore Y . Sarles for the governor
ship in the election of 1904, the insurance statements the state pub
lished annually did not appear in the Statstidende.

This vindictive

pettiness of blacklisting certain newspapers, as Knutsson called it, was
admitted to by Governor Sarles in a direct confrontation with Knutsson.
"We know our friends," Sarles supposedly said.^5
After the sale to Hetler, the Statstidende did indeed become a
friend of the governor and the faction supporting him within the Repub
lican party.

The Statstidende urged all Republicans to rally to the

support of the regular Republican ticket in the 1906 election., attack
ing at the same time the insurgents within the party for dissenting.
The political alignment professed by the paper would naturally put it
in opposition to most of the other Norwegian-language newspapers in
the state.^

^ Statstidende, April 25, 1905.
A5Ibid., July 4, 1905, June 27, 1905.
46

Ibid., July 17, 1906, October 30, 1906; Fram, July 19, 1907.
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After 1904 the Statstidende was indifferent, if not hostile, to
prohibition.

The general contents of the Statstidende were very much

like those found in the columns of its Norwegian-language contemporaries.
The general news coverage, if any, was poor.1^

Enderlin folkeblad
The Enderlin folkeblad ("The Enderlin People's Newspaper") was
published for almost a year in 1898 as a weekly newspaper at Enderlin.
The subscribers to the paper were Norwegian, but the publisher and
editor was the Danish pharmacist, H. Egeberg.

Egeberg was widely read,

had studied political economics, and was a socialist.

In his paper he

advocated socialism with great conviction, and the result of his bold
and rash advocacy was a lawsuit for libel.

Egeberg was sentenced to

a short term in prison, and after his confinement in a Fargo jail, he
moved to the socialistic Ruskin colony in Tennessee.

After further

frustrations there, Egeberg decided to return to his native Denmark.
In November 1898 when Egeberg left the state, the Enderlin folkeblad
was absorbed by the Fram in Fargo.

Nord Dakota posten (1)
The North Dakota Publishing Company began publication of the
Nord Dakota posten ("The North Dakota Post") in Grafton in 1889.

The

paper probably terminated publication after a short period in business,
although the exact length of the period of publication has not been
possible to establish since no secondary source lists the paper.

/a '

Stats tidende, May 28, 1907.

^Wist,

Festskrift, p. 144; Fram, November 9, 1898.

The
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Nord Dakota pos ten was a small weekly paper of just four pages and cost
the subscribers $1.00 a year.

Matthias Raumin did the editorial work

for the Nord Dakota posten in 1889.
'
ip
edited the paper at various times.

A. E. Ostgaard and Ole Malinin also
:;

,

D agen, Pet frle o r d , Nord Dakota posten (2)
K. P. Wiig established Dagen ("The Day") in Fargo, North Dakota,
in 1897.

Wiig was an able writer and a good lyric poet, being espe

cially known for his ability to write humorous poetry.
be radical in his political and religious views.

He was held to

Wiig had emigrated

from Vestnes, Romsdal, N o w a y , and in the United States was associated
with several Norwegian-language newspapers.

The Dagen had begun pub

lication as a daily newspaper, but soon came oat only every other day.^1-*
Wiig later moved the paper to Moorhead, Minnesota, and in 1899
he moved it to Grafton, North Dakota, publishing it as a weekly news
paper under the name the Pet frle ord ("The Free Word").

The next year

Einar Berge from Kyrkjebd in Sogn, Norway, bought the Pet frle ord from
Wiig and changed the name to the Nord Dakota posten.

It continued

publication until 1902.-^Fremtiden
The Fremtiden ("The Future") was published in Hillsboro, North
Dakota, as a weekly newspaper from 1901 to 1908.

It was founded by

^Ayer, Newspaper Annual, 1890, p. 547; Carol Koehmstedt, "A
Union List of North Dakota Newspapers, 1864-1964" (unpublished MA
thesis, University of North Dakota, 1964), n. 110.
•^Wist, Festskrift, p. 143; Gjerset, "Biography," unpaged.
■>‘Ulvestad, Nordm.aendene, I, 437; Norlie, Norwegian-Amerlcana,
p. 10.

Thorwald Nielson, who did the editorial work as long as he published it
Some time before it was discontinued. Axel P. Trockstad took over the
ownership and published and edited the paper for the remaining period
of its publication.^

Mouse River tidende
The Mouse River tidende ("The Mouse River News") was establishe
by J. C. Hoff in 1902 in Minot, North Dakota.

It was the first

Norwegian-American newspaper in the western part of the state.

The

Reverend Martin Shirley, the founder and publisher of the Polkets yen,
did the editorial work.

Shirley had come from Land, Hedemarken, Norway

in 1871 when twenty years old.

In 1874 he became an ordained minister

in the Norwegian church in America.

The Mouse River tidende was dis

continued in 1903.53

Minot-poster., Nordvesten (1)
Paul H. Baukol had bought the Mouse River tidende’s printing
office, and in December i905 he started the second Norwegian-language
newspaper enterprise in Minot, North Dakota.
Norstog became editor.

Shortly thereafter Jon

Norstog had been born at Haukelisaeter, Norway,

in 1877, and after attending a teacher's school, secondary school, and
college (gymnasium) , he moved to the United States in 1902.

Norstog2

S2Wist,

Festskrlft, pp. 143-44; Norlie, Norwegian-Americana,
p. 7; Ulvestaa, Nordmaendene, I, 435, gives 1905 as the year of
est ablishment.
-"0. M, Norlie , Rasmus Maimin, and 0. A. Tingelstad, W h o ’s Who
Among Pastors in all the Norwegian Lutheran Synods of America (Minne
apolis, Minn.: Augsburg Publishing House, 1928), p. 523; Norlie,
Norwegian-Americana, p. 10; Ulvestad, Nordmaendene, I, 437; Wist,
Festskrlft, p. 143, gives 1900 as the year of establishment.

was probably the most controversial writer of Norwegian-American litera
ture.

His literary production seemed inaccessible to most people, and

few could honestly admit to grasping Norstog's message, although many
would contend that Norstog understood his public even less.

The lan

guage Norstog chose to address himself to his public in made his pro
duction seem all the more obscure.

He wrote in the landsmaal stan

dard ,J'?t strongly colored bv his Telemark dialect.

To his credit he

has a number of Biblical dramas, a three-volume novel Exodus, a number
of short stories, and several collections of lyric poems, showing great
poetic ability.

Norstog lived in a small hut at Farland in the western

part of the state, where he not only wrote his books, but printed and
bound them himself, as well as acting as his own publisher.

When he

had a new batch ready, he drove a wagon over the Dakota prairies,
trying in vain to sell his books.

When he died in 1942, he was prob

ably the most praised and the least read of all the immigrant authors.^5
Norstog was followed as editor by K. P. Wiig, who edited the
M inot-posten until February 1908.
as editor.

At that time Paul H. Baukol returned

Baukol was a man with much fighting spirit and in later

years quite contentious, perhaps even eccentric.

He ran a small coal

and wood business in Minot, for some time together with Ernst Thorsen.

-^Jon Norstog had issued a landsmaal magazine in 1902-03 first
ir. Joice, Iowa, and then in Minneapolis.
He called it the Dgilen ("The
Dalesman"), and both the name and the contents were directly copied
from a magazine published in Norway by the poet Asmund 0. Vinje, his
distant cousin.
For more on the landsmaal see below, pages 111-12.
^-’Minot-posten, April 16, 1908, December 24, 1908; Wist,
Festskrift, p. 143; Blankner, Scandinavian Literature, pp. 75-76 ; Symra
(Decora’
n, Iowa), 1913, p. 283; Dorothy Burton Skardal, The Scandinavian
Immigrant Writer, Norwegian American Studies, Vol. XXI (Northfield, Minn.
The Norwegian-American Historical Association, 1962), p p . 24, 41-42.
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Baukol was also very active in the different Norwegian organizations,
for a time acting as president of the Norwegian temperance society in
Minot.

In this capacity he felt strongly the need for enforcing the

prohibition law^ of the state.-30
In April 1908, a corporation, the Great Western Publishing
House, took over as publisher, but with Baukol staying on as editor
until October.

The corporation included several prominent Norwegians

in Minot; Bauko] interpreted the new support as approval of his work
and the views he had expressed in the Minot-posten.

When Baukol left

in October, Ernst Thorsen became editor, and served until it was dis
continued early in 1909.
After a few months, however, K. P. Wiig resumed publication of
the paper, changing its name to Nordvesten ("The Northwest"), the
first paper of this name in North Dakota.

The Nordvesten was no imme

diate success; in December 1910 it stopped publication.-3^
Politically the Minot-posten was Progressive, or Independent
Republican, being an offspring of the Fram in Fargo.

During Baukol's

editorship, especially, the paper carried vehement attacks on the con
servative faction within the Republican party and stated as its objec
tive the destruction of the political machine created by Alexander
McKenzie.

McKenzieism must be defeated, the Minot-posten proclaimed

in 1908, and the paper took much of the credit for the reduction

-^Minot-posten, January 9, 1908; Statstidende, February 19,
1907; Robert Cory, letter to author, November 8, 1967.
5^Minot-posten, April 16, 1908, October 1, 1908; Wist,
Festskrift, p. 143.
^^Wist, Festskrift, p . 143.
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of machine influence in ward County.

The Minot-posten*s eagerness to

disclose, corruption and incompetency in the ranks of the conservative
Republicans prompted the paper to carry personal attacks on county
and state politicians.

It was especially spiteful when these happened

to have any affiliation with Norway.

They all belonged to what the

Minot-pos ten called the "Norwegian-hater club" and were in the paper's
opinion merely errand-boys for the machine politicians to obtain the
support of the state's Norwegian population.^9
j.he lixiiOt—-,posten was a weekly newspaper, consisting of four
seven-column pages, and cost $1.00 a year.

It was intended to give

local news of the northwestern part of the state, and it did not con
cern itself too much with coverage of national and international
events.60

Norden
The Norden ("The North") was established as a weekly newspaper
by Axel P. Trockstad.

It began publication in Grafton, North Dakota,

in 1904, but was discontinued after only about a year’s publication.
The Norden was affiliated with the Republican party.

It had eight

pages and cost subscribers $1.00 a year.

^ Normanden, June 8, 1939; M.inot-posten, March 12 , 1908,
March 17, 1908, September 10, 1908, April 23, 1908, March 5, 1908.
u^Minot-posten, January 23, 1908.
“Ayer, Newspaper Annual, 1905, p. 650; Wist, Festskrift, p.
144; Ulvestad, Nordmaendene, p. 438; Norlie, Norwegian-Americana,
p. 10.

Grafton-poscen
The Grafton-posten ("The Grafton Post") was a successor to the
Norden.

It was likewise founded by Axel P. Trockslad, and began pub

lication in February 1905 in Grafton, North Dakota.

In June 1908,

E. Hjelmseth bought the Grafton-posten and kept the paper going until
February 1909.^
In July 1907 the Pram denounced the Grafton-posten for support
ing Alexander McKenzie and his corrupt political ring.

Proof of this

support was the amount of state insurance statements carried by the
paper, the Ftam said.

The issues of the Grafton-posten that have been

preserved, however, seem to suggest quite another attitude.

The

Grafton-posten itself charged other papers with sympathy for the gangpoliticians in the state, noting especially the Normanden's support of
candidates for state offices in the 1908 election.

The paper made fun

of the Minot-posten's custom of calling political opponents of Norwegian
ancestry or birth "Norwegian-haters."

The occasion was the Minot-

pos ten1s attacks on this basis on the Republican gubernatorial candi
date, Charles A. Johnson, strongly identified with McKenzie.

The

Graf ton-posten found Minot-posten’s name calling more than even the
Normanden could come up with.63
The Grafton-posten wanted to be Progressive Republican and
seemed to side with those who favored prohibition.

Otherwise the

62,Grafton-posten, June 8, 1908; Wist, Festskrift, p. 144;
Gregory, Union List, p. 515.
^^Fram, July 19 , 1907; Grafton-posten, April 2.4, 1908,
August 7, 1908.

paper had the usual amount of stories and serials, but little news cover
age .

The front page was often completely taken up v'ith letters from the

paper's readers.

The subscribers were asked to pay $1.00 a year for the

four-page weekly publication.

According to the publisher's report the

Grafton-posten had a circulation of only 900 in 1 9 0 9 . ^

Balder-pos ten
The Balder-posten ("The Balder Post") was published as a weekly
newspaper for a period in 1905 in Abercrombie, North Dakota.

Ole

Stafne was publisher and editor.65

Williams County skandinav
The Williams County skandinav ("The Williams County Scan
dinavian") was a weekly newspaper established in Ray, North Dakota, in
1906.

The paper was discontinued in 1909.

C. M. Hanson acted as pub

lisher and editor.^

Dakota tidende
The Dakota tidende ("The Dakota News") was a weekly newspaper
published for a short period in 1918-19 in Ray, North Dakota.^
Nordvesten (2)
The Nordvesten ("The Northwest”) , the second paper of that name
in North Dakota, was established in 1916 in Minot and came out weekly
6^Graf ton-pcsten, August 7, 1908; Ayer, Newspaper Annual, 1909,
p . 650.
k-*Wist, Festskrift, p. 144; Norlie, Norweglan-Americana, p. 4,
lists the years 1895-96, but both Wist, Festskrift, p. 144, and Ulvestad, N ordmaendene, I, 431, agree on the year 1905.
6^Wist, Festskrift. p. 144; Nordlie, Norweglan-Anericana, p. 15.
^Norlie, Norwegian-Americana, p. 5.
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until August 1918, when it became a biweekly publication.
:n became 2 monthly magazine.

In December

The date when publica

tion was terminated is a little uncertain, but most likely it was dis
continued some time in 1930, although a few issues may have been
published irregularly after that t i m e . ^
The Nordvesten was an English-Norwegian publication, the per
centage of articles in English varying some, from issue to issue.

After

January 1921 a part of the paper was printed under the name the North
west Monitor Farm Journal, this part being mostly printed in English.
According to the publisher's report, the paper had a circula
tion of 2,500 in 1920.

The number of pages varied, going from about

six up to as many as twenty while published as a newspaper.

The maga

zine editions after 1921 contained thirty to forty pa g e s . ^
J. C. Hoff was both publisher and editor of the Nordvesten.
He owned and operated the Nordvesten Publishing Company, later changing
the name to the Western Publishing Company.

Hoff most likely made very

little on the publication of the Nordvesten.
to be only somehow subsisting.

In 1928 he was reported

He might be seen carrying about with

him dummy sheets for the publication, trying to sell advertisements.
To promote the paper he offered prizes and special subscription terms.
Hoff was not a very tall man, but rather heavy-set, and probably con
sidered somewhat odd by the people of Minot.

He wore a goatee and a

63T.
•, , p. 10; Nordvesten, March 8, 1917, August 26, 1918,
3Ibid.
December, 1925.
Nordvesten, January 10, 1921.
Ayer. Newspaper Annual, 1920, p. 731.
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black bow-tie, which perhaps were supposed to signify that he regarded
himself a journalist.
than journalism.

Hoff had tried his hand at occupations other

He homesteaded near Faxurmo, North Dakota, and was

the first postmaster there; he operated a small real-estate business
with offices in Palermo and Minot; for some time he was probably
involved in a small fuel sales business in Mi n o t , ^
The Nordvesten professed to being Independent Republican polit
ically, but it did not engage extensively in politics.

It mostly

limited its political involvement to advocating support for politicians
with Norwegian affiliations.

17

News of national and international events was not reported
directly, but the Nordvesten rather had articles and small notes on
certain incidents or aspects of the whole situation.

More attention

was paid to incidents in the paper's circulation area.

A large part

of the paper was filled with notes on local farmers, businessmen, and
people of other professions
ancestry.

either born in Norway or of Norwegian

The occasion for writing about them was often that they

had come in to pay the subscription fee.73
The Nordvesten did, however, make an honest effort to collect
more substantial facts about the Norwegians in the northwestern part
of the state by printing a questionnaire in the paper and urging
people to complete it and return it to the Nordves ten.

Hoff reminded

^Robert Cory, letter to author, November 8, 1967; Nordvesten,
November 1, 1917, July 25, 1918.
^ N o r dvesten, November 10, 1921; Ayer, Newspaper Annual, 1920,
7 3.
Nordvesten, August 26, 1918, November 11, 1918, November 1,
1917, October 25, 1918, December 10, 1918, November 25, 1919.
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his readers of the value of the information thus obtaine
ations.

The effort did not result in much information

but it did show the editor's interest in preserving the story of
contribution made by the Norwegian immigrants to the development of
the stat e . ^
The Nordvesten otherwise contained a great amount of s
and serials, and it liked to give its readers advice on a
topics, much of the advice being intended for the many
subscribed to the paper.

The latter articles were usually

from other newspapers and periodicals.^

Nord Dakota tidende
After the Fram merged with the Normanden in December
there was no Norwegian-language newspaper in North Dakota rep
the views of the Norwegians in sympathy with the Nonpartisan League
The need for such a paper was felt, and on June 26, 1919 a stock
panv called the Grand Forks American Company, owned by one
North Dakota and Minnesota farmers in the Red River Valley, issued
sample copy of the Nord Dakota tidende ("The North Dakota News”)
asked for subscribers.^
The first regular copy was issued August 14, 1919.

The Nord

Dakota tidende consisted of four eight-column pages and was
weekly in Grand Forks, North Dakota.

The paper cost $2.00 a

Ib i d ., January 10, 1921.
Ibid., February 10, 1921, January 25, 1920, November 10,
1919
76\Nord
t
Dakota tidende, June 26, 1919.
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by i923 there were according to the publishers’ report 4,000 subscribers.
In May 1922 the Nord Dakota tidende moved to Fargo, North Dakota, and
the publishers called themselves the Nord Dakota tidende Publishing Com
pany.

The Nord Dakota tidende stopped publication the next year.//
J. L. Rindal edited the paper and had played a major part in

its establishment, travelling extensively in the Red River Valley to
sell shares in the publishing company.

Rindal held a Bachelor of Laws

degree from Norway, and after coming to America had worked with both
Norwegian- and English-language newspapers.^
Before the move to Fargo, Bjdrgulv Bj?!rnaraa assisted Rindal
in editing the paper.

Bj^rnaraa wrote poetry, and in the first regu

lar edition he had a laudatory poem praising the founder of the Non
partisan League, Arthur C. Townley.

According to the poem everything

looked dark and despairing, but with the noble Townley freedom and
hope were returned to the despondent farmers.^
The frequent attacks on Townley and the League by other news
papers, and especially the attacks found in the Normanden, required
much of the Nord Dakota tidende's attention.

The paper answered by

defending and by making its own accusations, and urged the farmers
to be steadfast in their support of the League.

Charges that the

Nonpartisan League advocated free love, state upbringing of children,

^ Ibid. , August 14, 1919; Ayer, Newspaper Annual, 1923, p.
770; Gregory, Union L i s t , p. 514.
"^Crawford, North Dakota, II, 631-32.
•^Nord Dakota tidende, August 14, 1919.

and opposed the Bible and the church were termed the opposition's last
ace card and called ridiculous.

80

The opposition referred to was the Independent Voters Associa
tion, which had been organized in 1918 to defeat the League program.
The Nord Dakota tidende argued that the Association was responsible
for higher taxes in 1919, and reprimanded the organization for slander
ing the state and its credit so that people would doubt the state's
solvency.

The difficulties incurred by the Scandinavian-American Bank

was held to be the result of a direct action by the enemies of the
O']

League to destroy its financial center.
The Nord Dakota tidende shared the opinion of some Norwegianlanguage papers that the Normanden received financial support from the
Independent Voters Association.

The paper commented extensively on

the suit for libel the Normanden had brought against the Norwegianlanguage newspaper the Reform in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, which printed
an article by T. T. Fuglestad claiming that the Normanden had sold out
to the Independent Voters Association.

Waldemar Ager, the Reform's

editor, stated that the Association had even tried to buy his insig
nificant and distant paper's support by sending him $50.00 and request
ing him to print an enclosed article opposing direct legislation by the
voters.

The Normanden had printed the same article, and Ager wondered

how much the paper had been reimbursed for its services.

The Nord8
0

80Ibid. , June 26, 1919.
8~Ibid., October 2, 1919, August 28, 1919, October 9, 1919.
8zThe court awarded the Normanden $1.00 for damages arising
from the accusations by Waldemar Ager.
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Dakota tidende might question whose voice was speaking in the Normanden,
but it never doubted that itself was the mouthpiece of the people when
it advocated state control of issuing money and industrial democracy
or when it opposed capitalist interests and compulsory military serv
ice.83

Grand Forks skandinav
When the Normanden moved to Fargo in 1925, the Norwegian group
in Grand Forks wished for a Norwegian-language newspaper in their city.
In 1926 the Fuhr Publishing Company in Duluth, Minnesota, obliged them
by beginning publication of the Grand Forks skandinav ("The Grand
Forks Scandinavian").

This company was also the publisher of the

Duluth skandinav (Duluth, Minnesota) and the Superior tidende (Superior,
Wisconsin).

All three papers were printed in Duluth.

They had their

own advertising and the last page had been changed to contain local
news from the circulation area of each paper; otherwise the three
papers were identical.
The Normanden retained a branch office in Grand Forks after its
move to Fargo, and the Grand Forks skandinav had to compete with this
office for advertising premiums and subscribers.

Mrs. Anna Dahl Fuhr,

the owner and president of the Fuhr Publishing Company, hired K. M.
Nass to manage the company's office in Grand Forks and to edit the
local news in the Grand Forks skandinav 85

83Nord Dakota tidende, September 25, 1919, August 14, 1919,
May 18, 1922.
QA

Ayer, Newspaper Annual, 1936, p. 684; Einar E. Fekjar, letter
to author, June 18, 1968.
85 Koehmstedt, "Union List," p. 116.
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Odd Charles Lunde, who arrived in the United States from Norway
in the depression of the early 1930's, took charge of the office for a
period of time shortly after his arrival.

The straitened circumstances

of the depression years were an impediment to any kind of business.
Lunde was dismayed at both the facilities of his office and the condi
tions in North Dakota in general when he arrived in Grand Forks to take
on his duties for the Fuhr Publishing Company.^
Lunde advanced to other positions, among others employment with
the Normanden.

In June 1933, Einar E. Fekjar succeeded him as editor

and manager of the Grand Forks skandinav.
at Hedalen in Valdres, Norway.

Fekjar had been born in 1904

He became discouraged with the despair

ing conditions and limited possibilities in Norway of the 1920's, and
in the spring of 1929 he emigrated to the United States only to find
that as the depression swept across the country, a foreigner was at a
great disadvantage in the competition for desirable employment, or
indeed for a job of any kind.

Fekjar moved to Fargo, North Dakota,

late in the fall of 1929 and suffered through his first winter in
America without a secure income or a place to live.

07

When Fekjar took over the management of the G rand Forks
skandinav, the paper was in poor condition.

The number of subscribers

had dropped drastically and the businessmen in Grand Forks did not see
any point in advertising in two Norwegian-language papers, both the
Normanden and the Grand Forks skandinav. so often they ignored both.
In 1935 the Fuhr Publishing Company went into receivership with

®^0dd Charles Lunde, letter to author, March 8, 1968.
O?
Einar E. Fekjar, letter to author, June IS, 1968.

102

I. L. Lindberg of Duluth as the receiver.

Rather than let a Norwegian-

language paper die, Fekjar purchased the Grand Forks skandlnav from the
receiver.

Shortly thereafter, however, he decided to go into partner

ship with the Normanden.

At the time this arrangement seemed to be the

most advantageous one for both papers.

Fekjar ran the Normanden's

branch office in Grand Forks and edited the Normanden together with
Ingvald H. Ulsaker.^®
By mutual agreement between Fekjar and Osmund Gunvaldsen, pub
lisher of the Normanden, the partnership could be dissolved at any
time one of them so desired.

In .1937 Fekjar decided that the "honey

moon" with the Normanden ought to end, and he recovered his list of
subscribers and re-established the Grand Forks skandinav in Grand
Forks.
1937.

The first issue was presented to the subscribers June 18,
Fekjar had the paper printed by photo-litho offset In the

Holt Printing Company in Grand Forks.

The prominent owner of the

company, Henry Holt, showed great interest in helping to make a suc
cess of the new venture.

Even though Fekjar was the actual owner of

the paper, Henry Holt appeared as publisher in order to add prestige
to the enterprise and also for -what may be called political expedi
ency.

Holt was an active and respected politician at that time.

It

is, however, reasonable to assume that his contribution to the success
of the Grand Forks skandinav was of a more substantial nature than
just allowing his name to be used for promotional purposes since the
paper was printed in his establishment.

89

oo
N°rdic Pictorial and Original Grand Forks skandinav,
September, 1941.
^ E i n a r E. Fekjar, letter to author, June 18, 1968; 0. L. Svida l , private interview, Grand Forks, North Dakota, July 25, 1968.

103

The quality of the Grand Forks skandinav improved greatly with
Fekjar's ownership, and it built a fairly large circulation.

Oscar 0.

0degaard travelled as solicitor for the paper for a time and as a
result of his work the paper had for a period of time more than 6,000
subscribers.

Because of the method of printing the paper, pictures

were no more expensive to print than type, and for that reason the
Grand Forks skandinav was richly illustrated with photographs from
N o w a y and other places.

The Grand Forks skandinav was not exclusively

a Norwegian-language publication as a great number of the articles were
in English.

Except for news items from Norway, the paper did not make

an attempt to report on news of international or national events.

The

paper contained, in addition to local news items, short stories,
serials, and occasional informative articles on such topics as pioneer
history, Norwegian institutions, prominent people, new developments at
home and abroad, and of course articles emphasizing changes and occur
rences in Norway.

The Grand Forks skandinav was, until November 1938,

printed in seven columns and with ac many as sixteen pages; at that
time it changed to tabloid format.
The paper was well received, but its survival was nonetheless
uncertain.

Fekjar gives the story of the Norwegia^-American press when

he states that most Norwegians liked to read a paper in the language of
the homeland, but that few realized the obstacles to publish a foreignlanguage paper.

Many subscribers were indifferent or forgot to pay the

$2.00 yearly subscription fee Fekjar asked for the weekly Grand Forks
90

Einar E. Fekjar, letter to author, June 18, 1968; Grand Forks
skandinav, May 31, 1940, December 22, 1939, December 24, 1937, July 2,
1937, June 2, 1939, December 20, 1940.

skandinav.

Fekjar was or- the horns of a dilemma.:

should he drop delin

quent subscribers and lose advertising, or send the paper free and be
able to convince more businessmen to advertise because of the larger
circulation.

Fekjar made very little money on the Grand Forks skandinav.

When he discontinued publication Kay 30, 1941, subscribers still, owed
n-.
him many thousand dollars.

Visergutten
In May 1944 Sigurd Knudsen, wh<

at that time was both publisher

and editor of the Visergutten ("The Errand Boy") in Canton, South
Dakota, decided to merge his paper with the Normanden at Fargo.

The

consolidation of the Visergutten and the Normanden might have been
the end of the illustrious Norwegian-language organ, the Visergutten,
but Knudsen was not satisfied to let the paper die.

In 1947 he revived

it as an independent publication in Fargo, North Dakota.

Knudsen was

suspected of re-establishing the Visergutten just to earn a free ticket
to Norway.

In 1947 the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs invited

representatives of the Norwegian-American press to Norway as a token
of appreciation for their efforts on Norway's behalf during the war.

9^-Einsr E. Fekjar, letter to author, June 18, 1968.
Einar E.
Fekjar was an energetic promoter of Norwegian culture.
In 1934 he
organized the Nordic Leikarring which put on many excellent per
formances of folk dances from Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and other
countries.
North Dakota's Norwegian-born governor, John Moses, was
made an honorary member of this folk dance group. After the Grand
Forks skandinav was discontinued, Fekjar also published two issues
of the Nordic Pictorial and Original Grand Forks Skandinav.
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The visit to Norway coincided with the centennial celebration of the
start of the first Norwegian-language paper in America, the Nordlvset.'
Knudsen got his trip to Norway together with the other pub
lishers and editors of the few Norwegian-language publications still
in existence in America.

His motives for beginning publication of a

second Norwegian-language publication in Fargo aside, he did show much
perseverance in keeping the paper going.

As everything turned out,

the Visergutten was to close the era of the Norwegian-American press
in North Dakota by surviving the Normanden by about half a year.

It

must have been a hopeless struggle to get the weekly paper out, and
in April 1955 Knudsen sent the list of subscribers--fewer than one
thousand--to the Decorah posten.

^ E i n a r E. Fekjar, letter to author, June 18, 1968: Georg Krano,
Norwegian Counselor Press and Cultural Affairs, letter to author,
October 18, 1968. Editors participating in the visit to Norway in
August 1947:
Carl S^yland, Kordisk tidende; Anna Fuhr, Duluth skandinav; Einar Lund, Decorah posten; I. H. Ulsaker, Normanden; Sigurd
Knudsen, Visergutten; 0. L. Ejae, Washin 'ton posten; Magnus Talg«Sy,
Norrotia; Thv. A. Lars s e n , Norsk n y tt; Carl G. 0. Hansen, Sinner av
Norge; Eilert Hjelmseth, Norsk ungdom; H. C. Caspersen, Folkebladet ;
A. P. Hovland, Minneapolis posten; Herman Jorgensen, Lutheraneren.
C. Henningsen, letter to author, March 12, 1968; Ayer,
Newspaper Annual, 1955, p. 1338.

CHAPTER V

MAGAZINES

There were not many magazines in the Norwegian language es
lished in America, and only very few of the ventures were succe
Norwegian-language magazines had several obstacles to overcome tha
did not apply to the same extent to the many Norwegianpapers.

The vicissitudes of publishing a Norwegian-language

in a rural state like North Dakota would be even greater than in an
urban region, such as Minneapolis, with a large Norwegian popu
The relatively few Norwegian-language magazines in North Dakota
all short-lived and had a small number of subscribers.

The facts

explain the poor showing of these magazines are easily found,
addition to the difficulty of working up an adequate circulation
sparsely settled rural community, the publishers had to face the
obstacles that generally frustrated the attempts of publishers
where.

Tne contents of the Norwegian-language magazines

a smaller segment of the Norwegian population than the newspapers
so they had to look for subscribers over a larger area in order
stay in business.

Here they would meet keen competition from

magazines in the Norwegian language and from newspapers such as the
Skandinaven in Chicago and the Decorah posten in Decorah, Iowa.
Skandinaven1s supplementary edition and the
ment Ved Arnen ("By the Fireside") were
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The need for a magazine in the Norwegian language was also decreased by
the fact that all the Norwegian-language newspapers carried serials and
short stories commonly found in magazines.

In addition the newspapers

kept the subscribers informed as to the news that interested them.
The most damaging competition, however, did not come from other
Norwegian-language publications, but from the hundreds of readily
available American magazines.
trated, and colorful.

These were inexpensive, richly illus

To many Norwegians they were much more attract

ive than the less imposing magazines in their native language.

Eidsvold (1)
The first issue of the Eidsvold ("The Eidsvold") was published
in Grand Forks, North Dakota, in May 1909.

The publishers called them

selves the Eidsvold Publishing Company, with Arnt P. Odlaug acting as
business manager.

The magazine came out monthly, sometimes two issues

appearing as one magazine; it had on the average about forty pages an
a small format and cost one dollar for a year's subscription.*
1
Kjetil Knutsson was editor-in-chief, but was assisted by Peer
Str^mme.

Both these men had the editorial responsibility for the

Normanden as well.
Eidsvold.

Knutsson had been one of the founders of the

He soon resolved that without complete control of the maga

zine, much of the contents of the Eidsvold would be determined by others
and thus not meet with his standards of quality.

He was especially dis

tressed when the serial Den vonde ivold ("In the Power of the Evil One")
by Halfdan Moe began to appear.

Mien Knutsson took over ownership in

1Eidsvold, May, 1909, June, 1909.
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March, 1910, he explained Chat he had been mistaken in believing that
others could do a better editorial job than he and said that much of
the previous contents of the rids void, which might be held, to be an
insult to intelligent readers, was not his responsibility.
The additional duties as sole owner and publisher of the
Eidsvold forced Knutsson to resign from the Normanden■

Peer Str«Smme

still assisted him for a while in the editorial work.

Jon Norstog

also acted as assistant editor for a period of time.

The magazine

did not continue publication very long, however, being discontinued
in September 1910.^
Through the Eidsvold Knutsson hoped to convince the Norwegian
population in America that the appropriate gift for them to present to
Norway in 1914 when the country celebrated the centennial anniversary
of her emancipation from Denmark, would be a college built at Eidsvoll,
Norway, where the Norwegian constitution had been drafted in 1814.
Knutsson travelled extensively both in North Dakota and in Norway to
win support for his suggestion.

His idea met with much enthusiasm in

North Dakota, but Norwegian-Americans in other parts of the United
States gave only a measured support, and when Knutsson died in 1911,
his suggestion for a memorial gift died with him.2
4
*
The Eidsvold contained articles of a very high quality.
list of prominent contributors is impressive.

The

Articles by well-known

2lbid. , March 10, 1910.
Den vonde ivold was one of the many
hackneyed stories of the evils of alcoholism.
^Eidsvold (2), June, 1912.
4I bid . , June, .1912; Eidsvold, June, 1910; Wist, Festskr if t , pp .
136-37, 186.
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Norwegian scholars and writers both in America and in Norway on such
-.opics as the language movement in Norway, Ibsen's plays, Darwinism,
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Although many of the articles were of course not originally prepared
foe the Eidsvold, there was a surprising amount of original material
contributed by Norwegian-American authors.

This fact would seem to

show that the Norwegian-American writers felt a need for a literary
magazine in which to publish their production.

Many had hoped that

the Eidsvold would be the answer to that long-felt need.^
There were less intellectual articles and stories also, and
in several issues Jon Norstog proved himself a talented translator
of German poetry into Norwegian.

The Eidsvold carried a very limited

amount of advertising.^
The editor, however, did not overlook matters closer at hand.
The I idsvoid shewed concern for people's drinking habits, and Knutsson
together with one of the city's pastors one night visited the salooncity of East Grand Forks to find out just how the prohibition-struck
North Dakotans adapted to the restrictions by crossing over the border
to > innesota in order to acquire the necessary "booze."

Illegal prac

tices and repulsive actions by the saloon element in that corrupt city
we it. what interested the magazine most.

By printing the findings of

thi nightly exped tion and illustrating them with photographs, Knutsson
claimed that he had improved conditions.

His reporting had drawn the

wist, Festskrift, p. 186; Eidsvold, May, 1909, June, 1909,
ipril, 1910, July-September, 1910.
^Eidsvold, May, 1909.
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attention of the authorities to the illegal practices, he announced, and
so the guilty parties had amended some of their most censurable ways,^
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In June 1912 Hans Astrup Jervell resumed publication of the
Eidsvold in Fargo, North Dakota.

It was, however, a completely new

enterprise, and Jervell stressed in the first issue that the only real
connection between his magazine and the one published by Kjetil Knutsson was the name.

The Eidsvold was published as a monthly Norwegian-

American literary magazine of between forty and fifty pages.

The cost

O
to the subscribers was one dollar a year.
Jervell had been born in Fraena, Norway, in 1865.

In 1889 he

earned a Bachelor of Law degree from the University of Kristiania
(Oslo).

Before immigrating to America in 1905, he had mostly engaged

in journalistic activity.

In America he became a prolific speaker on

topics pertaining to Norway.

He x<ras also a regular contributor to

various Norwegian-language newspapers and was the author of several
small books on North Dakota farmers.

He gained editorial experience

and was in all his duties noted for his great interest in and knowledge of the Norwegian people in America.

q

The Eidsvold was not the great success Jervell had hoped for,
and after a few months it became a quarterly publication.

During the

whole period of publication, Jervell was editor-in-chief, but he

^Ibid., September, 1909.
^Eidsvold (2), June, 1912.
q
Jervell, Nordmaend, p. 56; Norlie, Norwegians in A m e r i c a , p.
355.

printed together with his own name an impressive number of regular con'
tributors.

These included such well-known persons as Waldemar Ager

Simon Johnson, Dr, Herman Fjelde, and Peter Myrvold
Jervell said that his intent was to stress the Norwegian heri
tage in his selection of articles to be printed in the Eidsvold, but
also to show the progress made by Norwegians in America.

The Eidsvold

was generally less intellectual than the first magazine by the same
sues included articles on significant incidents

name

biographical sketches, serial

and short stories

Eidsvold car'

ried considerable advertising, and for this reason probably had less
material than its predecessor in spite of the greater number of pages

Norr«ina
From Januarv 1900 Peer E

H. Kofoed had

published in Walnut Grove, Minnesota, the first magazine using the
landsmaal1

standard in America.

They called the monthly the

lOwist, Festskrlft, p. 186; Eidsvold (2), April, 1913
Eidsvold (2), April, 1913, October, 1912, January, 1913

-'■“During the more than four centuries that Norway was united
with Denmark under one king, Norwegians accepted Danish as their writ
ten language.
After national independence in 1814, many Norwegians
found it embarrassing to the national pride to have Danish as the offi
cial written standard in their country.
The effort to prove that Nor
wegian was a language distinct from Danish caused the language movement.
The larger group of Norwegians desiring a more national written language,
and also the most successful one, worked for a step-by-step Norwegianization of the Danish, basing the reform on educated urban speech.
The more
zealous group wanted to synthesize a new Norwegian language on the basis
of the native dialects and the Old Norwegian from before the Danish
union.
The most successful attempt to create a new Norwegian standard
was accomplished by Ivar Aasen, a brilliant self-educated linguist. He
made the first scholarly study of the Norwegian dialects, and created
his new language in the 1850's. The new written language was primarily
an approximation of the rural dialects in western and central Norway.

Norrdna ("The Norse") and kept it going for about two years
!
After the excitement generated among Norwegians in
•; ^
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unveiling of Ivar Aasen's bust in Moorhead, Minnesota, in 1913,
Storeygard was prompted to a second attempt at making a success of
Norr^na.ll4
In January 1914 the first issue of the new Norrdna
lished in Fargo.

Peer E. Storeygard was both publisher and

he executed his editorial responsibilities with great cap
Storeygard was from Heidal in Gudbrandsdalen, Norway, and had
to the United States with his parents at the age of fourteen,
showed exceptional linguistic ability and was considered to be an
authority on Old Norse and the various Norwegian dialects, as
as Danish and the landsmaal version of written Norwegian.15
It took great courage to invest time and money in a magazine
enterprise of the kind Storeygard ventured upon.

In spite of the fact

that the rural Norwegian dialects were prevalent among Norwegians in

These were the ones which had best preserved the f
wegian. He called it landsmaal (country or country-wide
later known officially as nynorsk (New Norwegian). From
enjoyed an official status alongside the more widely used
Norwegian.
ljC-jerset, "Biography," unpaged; Norr^na, January, 1914. The
word norrdna is actually an adjective used poetically in for instance
norr^nafolk. Norrdnafolk means Norwegians, especially in the Old
Norse period. The use of norr^na as a proper noun is uncommon.
^ Fram, September 25, 1913, August 14, 1913, July 3, 1913.
ljGjerset, "Biography," unpaged.
In 1922 Storeygard moved
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and opened the Norrdna restaurant, which soon
became a meeting place for Scandinavians in that city.

113

America, often spoken unadulterated even by third generation Norwegians,
the land striaa 1 standard never gained a Large following among them and
has been very little used in writing. °
The Norrqina did, however, get as many as one thousand sub
scribers.

Storeygard promised his readers that if five hundred more

subscribed to the magazine, he would publish it weekly.

The five

hundred additional subscribers never materialized, and the Norr^na.
was published as a monthly magazine, sometimes two issues appearing
as one magazine, until it was discontinued in December 1915.
Norrdna was published in a small format and had twenty pages.

The
It

cost one dollar for a year's subscription.*
17*
The contents of the Norrdna would generally reflect the edi
tor's concern with making the Norwegians in America realize the valid
ity of working for Ivar Aasen's spelling standard as the only accept
able Norwegian literary and official language.

Articles to this effect

appeared rather regularly, as well as biographies on outstanding
champions of the New Norwegian Language movement, in both literature
and journalism.xo
Articles intended to broaden the readers' knowledge on other
topics also appeared, such as travalogues, comments on important world
issues, or historical narratives.
reviews, and advertising.

Other contents included poems, book

A number of articles were clippings from

1(7lWist, Festskrif t , p. 188.
17Gjerset, "Biography," unpaged; Norr^na, December, 1915,
February, 1914, January, 1914.
1!:>Norrdna, January, 1914, February, 1914, March-April, 1914,
June-.Tulv, 1915. December, 1915, August, 1915.

Norwegian landsmaal newspapers, especially the well-known Gula tldende
( rue Gula News"/.

Praktisk fanning
Prakti.sk farming ("Practical Farming") was a semimonthly maga
zine which the Ulsaker Brothers established in Fargo, North Dakota, in
1907.

The Ulsaker Brothers, Ole and Ingvald, acted both as editors

and publishers.

Praktisk farming had sixteen pages in a small format

and cost fifty cents for a year's subscription.

As the name suggests,

the magazine was geared to the interests of the farmer and intended to
instruct him in better farming methods.

After a year or so the maga

zine had to be discontinued.^

Verkefingeren
Eivind Rudie edited and published a monthly magazine in Minot
for about a year starting in October 1925.

He called the magazine the

Verkefingeren ("The Aching Finger"), and it contained amusing stories
which the editor said were suitable for declamation and reading.
Stories of this kind were not readily available in the Norwegian lan
guage, and Rudie felt that lie was meeting an immediate need by publish
ing the Verkefingeren.

The magazine had about forty small pages and

cost fifteen cents for a single copy or one dollar for a year's subscriptxon.*
020
2

-*-°Ayer, Newspaper Annual, 1909, p. 547 ; Norlie, NorweglanAmericana, p . 12.
20

“ Nordveste n , December, 1925; Norlie, Norwegian-Americana,

P . 14

CHAPTER VI

RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS

The Norwegian immigrants to America carried with them as a
religious heritage from Norway, not only the Lutheran faith, but also
the religious tendencies within the Norwegian Lutheran Church.

There

were different parties within the Church who disagreed or. such issues
as the ministry, ritual, ordinances, and ministerial training.

In

America, with its perfect religious freedom, differing views between
what may be called a high church and a low church attitude, caused
the Norwegian Lutheran church to split into several factions, orga
nized as independent synods.^
Only one of the branches of the Norwegian Lutheran church in
America, the Church of the Lutheran Brethren, had for a period of time
its main headquarters and institutions in North Dakota.

The Lutheran

Brethren, like the other Norwegian Lutheran synods, published an offi
cial periodical to present its views and strengthen the unity within
the synod.

The official organ for this synod was the Broderbaandet

("The Fraternal Bond").

Among the profusion of church papers emanat

ing from the different synods, the Broderbaandet was the only official
organ published in North Dakota.
The Norwegian Lutheran church is represented by only one other
publication in the Norwegian language in North Dakota.

This is the

^Norlie, Norwegian People, pp. 189-90; Wist, Festskrift, p. 205.
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Northwood emissaeren ("The Northwood Lay Preacher"), which is a local
congregational paper and not the official organ of one of the synods.
Besides the exclusively religious publications in the Nor
wegian language, the Lutheran church made its voice heard in the
secular press.

There was a close connection between the church and

the Norwegian-American press, especially in its early history.

The

church controversy so apparent in Norwegian-American Lutheranism
often became very vocal in the many Norwegian journals, both in North
Dakota and in other regions with heavy Norwegian settlement.

A number

of the editors were clergymen and served both as pastor of a congrega
tion belonging to one of the Lutheran synods and as editor of a
Norwegian-language newspaper.
Although the Norwegian immigrants were predominantly Lutheran
in religious belief, other denominations did exist and gained a follow
ing from people who felt close to the low church movement in the
Lutheran church.

Most Norwegian Lutherans were prejudiced against

other denominations, and in spite of a great zeal by spokesmen of
these denominations to win converts among the Norwegian immigrants,
they made little progress.

The Norwegian Baptists, however, were able

to organize congregations in North Dakota, and for shorter periods of
time they published two different church papers.

O

Br ocie rbaandet
The Church of the Lutheran Brethren was organized in Milwaukee
Wisconsin, in 1900, with five congregations as a nucleus.
O

N o r l i e , Norwegian P e o p l e , p. 355.

The Lutheran Brethren is still an independent synod.
Knut 0. Lundeberg became its first president.

The Reverend

He had Left the Unite

Norwegian Lutheran Church some years before because the conditions
within the congregations of the synod did not satisfy his;
ments for a true Christian community.

The Lutheran Brethren is close

to the lay movement in the Lutheran church and stresses the purity
and the autonomy of each congregation.-^
In 1903 the Lutheran Brethren established
:school," which was located at Ka'nepton, North Dakota,
then moved to Grand Forks and in 1935 to Fergus
where the active synod today has its neadcjuart:ers.,
:The synod's official organ, the Rroderbaandct
Bond"), was established in 1899 in Kenyon, Minnesota, as
enterprise by the Reverend Knut 0. Lundeberg.

Lundeberg, born

Kviteseid, Telemark, Norway, came to the United States in 1879 at
age of twenty.

Here he received his training for the ministry.

He

was pastor for the congregation of the United Norwegian Lutheran
Church in Kenyon, Minnesota, from 1889 until 1893 when he left the
synod.

The Broderbaandet was the spokesman for the Lutheran Brethren

from 1900, but Lundeberg remained its owner and editor until 1911,
when he severed his connection with the Lutheran Brethren.

At that

time the synod bought the paper . J
3V
Norlie, Norwegian People, pp. 362-63; Wist, Festskrift, p p .
24.1-42.
^Norlie, Norwegian People, p. 263; The Reverend Thomas E. Nordtvedt, private interview, Grand Forks, North Dakota, October 24, 1968.
-’Wist, Fes tskrif t , p. 242; M, J. Quarum, letter to author, May
10, 1968; R. S. Gjerde, letter to author, July 15, 1968; Broderbaande t ,
July 15, 1962.
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The Broderbaandet had moved to Wahpeton, North Dakota, in 1903.
It continued to come out there until July 1903.

At that time it moved

to Minneapolis, Minnesota, where it continued publication until 1923.
From January 1923 to July 1939, the Broderbaandet was again published
in North Dakota; it was printed for the Lutheran Brethren by the Holt
Printing Company in Grand Forks.

In 1939 M. J. Quarum, who at that

time was the business manager for the Broderbaandet, bought the Fergus
Fills Ugeblad Publishing Company, and he decided to move the Broderb.. andet to Fergus Falls, Minnesota, and print it in his own shop.

The

Broderbaandet was printed in Fergus Falls from the time of its move
Trim Grand Forks in July 1939 and until it was discontinued in July
1932.6
The Broderbaandet was able to build a considerable circulation,
and at its peak in 1919 it had close to three thousand subscribers.
Together with the other publications in the Norwegian language, it
gradually outlived its purpose as fewer and fewer people telt the
need for a Norwegian-language paper or were even able to read it.

It

i: surprising that it survived as long as it did; the last few years
o: its life it was published at a loss to the Lutheran Brethren, having
;ess than 450 subscribers.

The long period of publication was in keep-

.ng with the traditions of the Norwegian church, as all its branches
were champions of the preservation of Norwegian language and culture
among Norwegians in America.7

^M. J. Quarum, letter to author, May 10, 1968.
^Norlie, Norwegian People, pp. 355-56; M. J. Quarum, letter to
author, April 20, 1968.
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When Lundeberg left the Church of the Lutheran Brethren in 1911,
the Reverend Engebret M. Broen became editor of the Broderbaandet and
continued until Jui
until August 1934.

1923.

In 1927 he returned as editor and stayed

Broen was given the editorial responsibility of the

Broderbaandet for a third time in June 1936; this time remaining until
1939.

Broen was from Tufsingdalen, Qsterdalen, Norway, where he was

born in 1863.

In 1882 he immigrated to the United States.

After com

pleting his training for the ministry in 1893, he served several
Lutheran congregations, and in 1903 he joined the Church of the Lutheran
Brethren.

Broen proved himself a solid theologian both in his work as

president of the Lutheran Bible School while the Lutheran Brethren oper
ated this school in Wahepton, North Dakota, and in the many religious
pamphlets he wrote.

Broen was a popular pastor, evangelist and singer.

As a singer, he accompanied himself on guitar, often presenting songs
he himself had composed.®
In July 1923 the Reverend Rasmus S. Gjerde became editor-inchief of the Broderbaandet, assisted by Engebret M. Broen, M. E.
Sletta, Gilbert Stenoien, and C. J. Brun.

Gjerde edited the paper

until July 1927, and then for about a year in 1934-35.

He also edited

the Broderbaandet from 1939 until 1942, and then again from 1947 until
July 1951.

After that time Gjerde assisted the Reverend M. E. Sletta

in the editorial work until the Broderbaandet's demise in 1962.9

^R. S. Gjerde, letter to author, July 15, 1968; M. J. Quarum,
letter to author, May 10, 1968.
9m . J. Quarum, letter to author, May 10, 1968.

Gjerde had been born in 1887 at Tysvaer, Haugesund, Norway.
He emigrated in 1905 and immediately entered upon his education and
training for the ministry.

In 1907 Gjerde joined the Church of the

Lutheran Brethren where he held many important positions besides his
work as editor of the Broderbaandet.
M. J. Quarum edited the. Broderbaandet briefly in 1943.

He

was succeeded by the Reverend Sivert L. Klyve, who edited the Broder
baandet until July 1947.

Klyve was from Vik^r, Hardanger, Norway, and

had emigrated to the United States in 1900 at the age of twenty.

While

the school of the Lutheran Brethren was located in Grand Forks, Klyve
was one of its teachers; for a while he served as vice-president and
also as acting president of the school
In July 1951 the Reverend M. E. Sletta exchanged positions with
the Reverend Rasmus S. Gjerde; Sletta became editor-in-chief and Gjerde
assistant editor.

Sletta, born at Romsdalen, Norway, in 1888, came to

the United States in 1906 and spent some time working on farms in North
Dakota.

He then entered upon his training for the ministry.

Sletta

served congregations in various parts of America, and also for a few
years in the Lutheran Free Church in Norway.

In 1937 he came to the

school of the Lutheran Brethren in Fergus Falls, Minnesota, where he
taught for more than twenty years.

Sletta was in the same period

president of the Lutheran Brethren synod for twenty-two y ears.^

10 R. S. Gjerde, letter to author, July 15, 1968.
11 Ibid.
12M. J. Quarum, letter to author, May 10, 1968; M. E. Sletta,
letter to author, July 19, 1968.
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From its establishment in 1899 until 1909 the Broderbaandet
was a semimonthly paper, then a weekly until April 1911, when it again
was published semimonthly.
remainder of its life.

In 1953 it became a monthly paper for the

During most of its period of publication the

Broderbaandet had sixteen pages; in 1959 it was cut down to eight
pages.13
The Broderbaandet faithfully held forth the teachings of the
church from first to last, and the paper's message of God's unwaver
ing love and concern for every human being, presented as it was in the
Norwegian language, must have been a source of comfort and consolation
to the devoted members of the Lutheran Brethren who still felt that
God spoke clearer to them in the language of the homeland.

In their

childhood and youth in Norway they had learned to turn to God in this
language, to heed His commandments, and to worship Him.

No wonder the

church became the foremost spokesman for preserving the Norwegian lan
guage and culture in America; to the church it was the preservation of
a sacred heritage.
inevitable.

Still, the transition to the American setting was

With the passing of the original immigrant stock, the con

nection with Norway was broken, and the Norwegian Lutheran church
became an American institution.

Northwood emissaeren
The Reverend Sven H. Njaa is the founder and sole editor of the
Northwood emissaeren ("The Northwood Lay Preacher").
Time, Jaeren, Norway, in 1870.

Njaa was born at

He attended rural school, teacher's

J. Ouarum, letter to author, April 20, 1968.

school, and college in Norway, and then he emigrated to Hanley Fa]is,
Minnesota, in 1892.

In 1899 Njaa graduated from the United Lutheran

Church Seminary in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

He arrived in Northwood,

North Dakota, in 1913 to accept a pastorate he was to hold for thirtysix years.

N jaa served several rural parishes and acted as director

of the Old People's Home in Northwood.

When he retired in 1949, he

became official chaplain at the Northwood Doaccness Hospital and the
Old People's Home, a duty, in spite of his advanced years, he still
actively carries out in 1 9 6 8 . ^
Njaa established the Northwood emissaeren shortly after his
arrival in Northwood, and the paper has been under his care ever since.
The first issue of the Northwood emissaeren is dated April 1, 1914.
bore the subtitle Et maanedsblad for menigheden, sygepleien og de
gamle ("A monthly paper for the congregation, the hospital, and the
old").

The Northwood emissaeren directed itself to the people Njaa

served, but also contained news from neighboring parishes.

The paper

had to begin with four large pages; later it was reduced to quarto
format but with eight pages.
was entirely in Norwegian.
tially in English.

Until 1948 the Northwood emissaeren
Since that time it has been printed par

Many older Norwegians still enjoy reading and

listening to Norwegian, and in his work as chaplain for the Old
People's Home, Njaa gives some of his sermons in the Norwegian language.15
± -J

-^Grand Forks Herald, August 8, 1968; Peder H. Nelson, letter
*-^
lv
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l^Peder H. Nelson, letter to author, May 18, 1968.
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listen
The Lygten ("The Lantern") was published for a short period in
the 1890's in Fargo, North Dakota, as a church paper for the Norwegian
Baptist Church.^

Sandhed og frihed
The Sandhed og frihed ("Truth and Freedom") war. another paper
published by the Norwegian Baptist Church in North Dakota.
established in Grand Forks in 1897.
publication, it was discontinued.
the paper.

It was

After less than two years of
T. 0. Wold and Martin Bergh edited

Bergh was a lawyer by profession, and a few years earlier

he had founded the Folkevennen ("The Friend of the People") in LaCrosse,
Wiscons i n . ^

1

J_0Wist, Festskrif t , p. 202.
'

Ibid. , pp. 146, 201; Koehmstedt, "Union List," p. 116.

CHAPTER VII

AN OVERVIEW

Norwegian-American journalism in North Dakota showed a remark
able vitality and endurance in the face of hard competition from the
established Norwegian journals farther east and the tide of change
which destroyed the basis for its existence.

The Norwegian press

flourished in spite of the obstacles to its success, survived the in
roads made in its circulation by American papers, and held its own
an impressive seventy-seven years.

It had been close to actual life

and opinion, responsive to changes, and wide in its interests.

The

press had constituted one of the basic social, cultural,, and political
institutions of the immigrants during the period when Norwegian still
was their main medium of communication.
The foundation was laid with the appearance of the Red River
posten in Fargo in 1878, and the era came to an end in 1955 when the
Visergutten sent its subscription list to the Deccrah posten (Decorah,
Iowa) only a few months after the principal Norwegian journal in the
state, the Normanden, had terminated publication.

When the Norwegian

press took its first faltering steps in the region that in 1889 became
the state of North Dakota, there were only about 8,000 Norwegians on
the Dakota side of the Red River, but after that time the Norwegian
population grew by leaps and bounds, making up the largest single
ethnic group in the state until in the 1920's it was surpassed by
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the Germans.

The Norwegian-1anguage papers more, than kept pace with the

population increase.

From first to last there were, when counting both

the secular and the religious papers, fifty-five ventures.

Manv of the

names represented the same enterprise, but still the Norwegian immi
grant. group would seem highly articulate.

A complete list of the vari

ous Norwegian periodicals in North Dakota would include the following
titles
Abercrombie
Balder-posten. 1905.
Devils Lake
Devils Lake tidende, 1884-85; Statstidende (1), 1890.
Enderlin
Enderlin folkeblad, 1898.
Fargo
Red River posten, 1878-84; Nordstjernen, 1881-83; Den norske amerikaner,
1883-84; Amerikaneren, 1884-85; Fargo-posten (1), 1885-89; Vesten, 188889; Fargo-posten og Vesten, 1889; Dakota, 1889-97; Lygten, 1890's;
Landmanden, 1895-96; Folkets ven (also Moorhead, Minnesota), 1895-97;
Den fjerde juli, 1896-97; Fjerde juli og Dakota, 1897-98; Fargo-posten,
(2), 1897-1903; Dagen (also Moorhead, Minnesota), 1897-99; Pram, 18981917; P raktisk farming, 1907-08 ?; Eidsvold (2), 1912-14; Norr^na,
1914-15; Nora Dakota tidende, 1922-23; Normanden, 1925-54; Visergutten,
1947-55.

■^Qualey, Norwegian Settlement, p p . 159-63.
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Grand Forks
Nordstjernen, 1879-81; Grand Forks tidende, 1880-88; Normanden, 18871925; Nord'lyset, 1888-89; Sandhed og frihed, 1897-99 ?; Eidsvold (1),
1909-10; Nord Dakota tidende, 1919-22; Broderbaandet, 1923-39; Grand
Forks skandinav, 1926-41.
Hatton
Banneret, 1892-94.
Hillsboro
Dakota-bladet, 1886-87; Folkets r^st, 1886-87; Afholds-basunen, 188796; Folkets avis, 1898-1904; Statstidende (2), 1897-1909; Fremtiden,
1901-08.
Kindred
Kindred-blad, 1880-82,
Mayville
Vesterheimen, 1894-1900; Landmanden , 1894-95.
Minot
Mouse River tidende, 1902-03; Minot-pos ten, 1905-09; Nordvesten (1),
1909-10; Nordvesten (2), 1916-30; Verkeflngeten, 1925-26.
Northwood
Northwood emissaeren, 1914Portland
Dakota-bladet, 1886.
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Ray

Williams County skandinav, 1906-09; Dakota tidende, 1918-19.
Valley City
Den frie presse (Valley City posten) , 1895-96.
Wahpeton
A paper, name unknown, early 1890's; Eroderbaandet, 1903-05.
The Red River Valley saw the greatest activity, and it was con
centrated in the three or four commercial centers in the Valley.

Fargo

alone showed an astounding record of twenty-three Norwegian-language
publications, Grand Forks was represented by nine, Hillsboro by six,
and Grafton by five.

Fargo's impressive showing may be partially

explained by the fact that papers established elsewhere in the state
tended to move to this city because of its heavy concentration of Nor
wegian immigrants and because it was the largest center in North Dakota
In the western part of the state Minot became the center of Norwegianlanguage publications with five different attempts at issuing some kind
of periodical in the Norwegian language.

Because of the later settle

ment of Norwegians in the western part of North Dakota, the journals
published there became appendages to the more successful enterprises
in the Red River Valley.

The several papers in the other centers of

Norwegian settlement survived only briefly; the majority of them were
discontinued after less than two years of publication.

The short life

of many of the papers was not confined to the Norwegian press, because
like the American press in general, it witnessed rapid changes, sharp
competition, and many consolidations.
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Still the profusion of papers in the Norwegian press and the
little success of the majority of them is conspicuous.

Only a few of

the periodicals in the Norwegian language were able to celebrate even
their decennial.
shining exception.

The Normanden of Grand Forks and later Fargo was the
It spanned a period of sixty-seven years.

The

Normanden had been an instrument both for retaining the connection
with Norway and for introducing the immigrants to the social, cultural,
and political life of their adopted country, for a time reaching out to
almost 10,000 subscribers.
longevity.

The Fram in Fargo held second place in

Including the preliminary newspaper enterprises that were

merged with it, the Fram was thirty-nine years old when it was discon
tinued in 1917, although it had been printed as the Fram only from 1898.
The Afholds-basunen in Hillsboro existed for ten years from 1887; its
successor the Folkets avis extended the enterprise for six more years.
The Statstidende, also in Hillsboro, was published for twelve years
from 1897.

In the western part of the state the Nordyes ten struggled

along for about fourteen years from 1916.

During the later part of the

history of the press the Grand Forks skandinav was published, for
sixteen years from 1926.

out

With the exception of the religious periodicals

like the Broderbaandet and the Northwood emissaeren, which were not selfsustaining businesses, all other Norwegian papers had a considerably
shorter period of publication.2
The implications of the Norwegian-language press, however, can
not be fairly assessed only by measuring the longevity o' the different

2See above pages 37, 49, 62, 84, and 100.
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enterprises.

Many of the papers had, in spite of their short life, a

decisive and permanent effect on the direction of local and stats
politics.

Their legacy was often specific legislative reforms which

influenced the very fabric of the social and political makeup of the
state.

Locally the brief newspaper enterprises had been instrumental

in ousting from office many a corrupt county official or even in break
ing the power of a political ring.

The papers were studied, their con

tent commented upon, and their advice taken seriously by the large and
increasingly influential Norwegian element in North Dakota.J
The Norwegian press in North Dakota had its peak circulation in
the first two decades of the century.

There is little doubt that

during much of this period every Norwegian home in the state subscribed
to at least one Norwegian-language journal.

In .1918 Olaf Morgan Norlie

made a survey of the Norwegian periodicals for Professor Robert E.
Park of the University of Chicago and the Carnegie Foundation.

Norlie

found that there was in that year an incredible circulation in North
Dakota of 120,000 Norwegian-language periodicals of all kinds and
wherever published.

The circulation figure almost equaled the total

Norwegian population in the state, and even though the size of the
circulation is undoubtedly inflated, the estimate does show that
Norwegian-speaking North Dakotans were eager subscribers not only to
the local papers but also to the widely read Norwegian journals in
the other areas of Norwegian settlement.
o
■- L .-’See above pages 54, 74, 77.

The total circulation of

Norwegian-1anguage newspapers and periodicals actually published in
North Dakota hardly exceeded 20,000 in 1918.^
The Norwegian press, coming as it did into every home, helped
to frame the opinion and the attitude of the Norwegian settler to the
new environment.

The papers presented the issues in a language the

Norwegian settler understood and in a form that earned his confidence.
Even after he had mastered the English language, he thought it prudent
to confer with his Norwegian paper before making up his mind on the
issues.

From the start the Norwegians had concerned themselves deeply

about American institutions and political problems; their instructor
and guide in the complicated affairs of American public life was the
Norvegian-language press.

It had shown the immigrant the potential

of his position and had furthered his realization of it.
As integration into American society neared completion, the
Norwegian immigrants and their descendants subscribed to the Norwegian
press for largely nostalgic reasons.

Only by reading a Norvegian-

language paper could the connection with Norway be sustained as none
of the American periodicals had reason to give special attention to
their small and insignificant homeland.

Developments in Norway, not

even mentioned in the American press, were dealt with at great length
by the different Norwegian publications.

The Norwegian immigrants were

particularly ardent perusers of the local news items related to their
home region in Norway.

They gladly labored through endless lists of

appointments, marriages, deaths, and local occurrences if they only

"‘Norlie, Norwegian People, pp. 399-400.
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found some reference to people and places they had known about or been
attached to before emigrating,^
None of the Norwegian papers in North Dakota actually made an
effort to give complete news coverage of national and international
events, and could hardly do so since they were all weeklies.

All the

same, the people found new meaning and interest in events they had
already read about in one of the American dailies when these events
were presented in the Norwegian language; only then did they acquire
significance.

More likely than not

the report in the Norwegian paper

had been taken directly from the American paper and translated.

The

Norwegian papers helped themselves liberally to news matter in the
American press, in other Norwegian-American papers, and in the many
Norwegian publications the papers subscribed to.^
The Norwegian-language papers carried a great number of news
letters from regions of Norwegian settlement in America and from vari
ous parts of Norway where the papers had established contacts.

There

was regularly an exchange of ideas across the Atlantic which not only
benefited the Norwegian-American press, but from which the Norwegian
press profited as well.

The Norwegian-American papers were largely a

regional press carrying reports from areas in which Norwegian immi
grants had established themselves, many papers even limited themselves
to reporting from their immediate circulation area.

They all, however,

had extensive reports from Norway, and one paper in the state, the

^Dieserud, "Den norske presse," p p . 171-73.
44-45, 67-68.
^See above pages 55, 96-97.

See above pages
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The Norwegian-language press was obviously no match for the
great English-language papers with their remarkable facilities for
transmitting the news of the day from all over the world.

But the

reader of the Norwegian papers was not primarily interested in find
ing the news, since he read it in his American paper.

Besides the

news from the old home country, the principal features in the Nor
wegian press in the state dealt with Norwegian-Americans, their
historic roots, their political and social activities, sports, and
organizations.

No English-language press could possibly duplicate

the content in the Norwegian papers, and therefore the Norwegian
immigrants faithfully subscribed to their own press.

9

Norwegian immigrants have never been accused of clannishness,
and the Norwegian-American press bears ample evidence of the zeal with
which the immigrants engaged themselves in American political life.
They had been quick to become American citizens, had a background of
democratic tradition, and in their compact settlements had had to
practice local self-government soon after their arrival.

In state

politics the potential strength of the Norwegian vote was recognized
at an early stage.

By tradition the Norwegian-Americans were almost

solidly Republican, but by the time of Norwegian settlement in North
Dakota the ties which held them securely in the ranks of the Republi
can party were loosening.-^
The agrarian crusade enlisted large numbers of Norwegian immi
grant farmers.

In North Dakota the Normanden, supported by a number

^Dieserud, "Den norske presse," p. 153.
l°Blegen, Norwegian Migration, p. 553.

See above pages 46, 96.

of other Norwegian journals such as the Fargo-posten and the Dakota in
Fargo and the Dakota-bladet in Hillsboro, became the strong spokesman
for the Farmers' Alliance movement.

When the Populist party was orga

nized in 1890, the paper became its official organ, and the party had
advocates in the Norwegian press long after the decline of Populism
had rendered the party powerless in state politics.

The new tradition

of political independence was the outstanding characteristic of the
press throughout its l i f e . H
The fundamental character of the agrarian revolt was economic
and sectional, and the extremists in the revolt became converts to
socialism.

Only one Norwegian paper in the state, the Enderlin

folkeblad, was established as a socialist organ, but socialism found
support in such capable editors as Lauritz L. Stavnheim, who edited
the Populist Dakota in the 1890's, and Ole E. Hagen, who was on the
editorial staff of the Normanden after this paper became Republican
in 1893.

In the years after 1903 the new owner of the Fram, A. A.

Trovaten, debated the virtues of socialism with firmly convinced
socialists among the paper's readers.

With Trovaten's ownership the

Fram became Republican in political affiliation, and in 1915 it
became the spokesman for the Nonpartisan League Republicans, and thus
helped to prolong the socialist traditions of the Farmers' Alliance
movement and the Populist party.

12

The Norwegian press in the state was overwhelmingly Republican,
but its Republicanism was strongly progressive or independent.

18, 54, 59, 61, 73-

-^See above pages

22, 59, 65, and

00

1-^-See above pages

The
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NormanJen spoke for the Progressive party in 1912, but later never left
the ranks of the Republican party, although it sided with different
factions in the party.

For a period in the 1920's conservative poli

ticians controlled the paper, and in 1952 and for the remainder of its
life it was the organ of the conservative Republican Organizing Com
mittee.

The Nord Dakota tidende succeeded the Fram in 101°

H

organ of the Nonpartisan League, and in the 1930's the Normanden car
ried the defense of the League in the Norwegian language; an organiza
tion it had made great sacrifices to destroy before 1927
The handful of Norwegian papers, like the Statstidende in
Hillsboro and the Red River posten in Fargo, who sided with conserva
tive Republicanism, did not voice the opinion of the majority of the
Norwegian population in North Dakota.

These papers gave lip service

to conservative politicians, generally with no Norwegian background,
who wished to reach the Norwegian voter in his own language, and for
this purpose had either bought or established a Norwegian paper.

In

the 1890's and the early 1900's the more representative Norwegian
press lined up firmly against the machine created by Alexander
McKenzie which controlled state politics.

The press took great pride

in showing the progress made in defeating the power of the machine
politicians.
The Norwegian-American press in North Dakota by no means pre
sented a united front.

Even papers enlisting in the same cause

engaged in heated polemics where the sincerity and honesty of the

l^See above pages 41-44, 97.
-^See above pages 41, 51, 79, 84, 92.
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other paper was questioned in terms that left little to the imagination.
The most common contention was that the rival paper under cover of a
liberal facade was actually in conspiracy with reactionary forces.^
The major part of the press joined in the persistent crusade
for the cause of temperance and prohibition, but even here there were
often differences of opinion, and the nepers argued how the
all worked for could best be achieved.

■’

‘ h t ’

The Afholds-basunen and the

Normanden along with a few other papers had been established as pro
hibition organs, and the Fram was for Several years the official organ
of the North Dakota Temperance Association.

Prohibition in North

Dakota was clearly the responsibility of the Norwegian element and
opposed by the German.

In spite of the impediment to communication

between the Norwegian and the German press in the state they did
occasionally engage in debate.

More commonly, however, the Norwegian

press limited itself to commenting on the views expressed in the Ger
man papers.

Besides prohibition, the Norwegian-language papers showed

a variety of reforms they wished to realize.

They ranged from the

single-tax system to socialistic reforms, and the press even partici
pated in the language feud going on in Norway. 16
The Norvegian-language papers were not merely political organs,
but served as magazines as well.

Every single paper had some kind of

serial going and printed short stories.

The stories and the novels

which the papers printed in installments represented both NorwegianAmerican fiction and the masters in Norwegian literature, and

-^See above pages 17, 57-58, 76-77, and 93.
16See above pages 46, 65-66, 68, 75-76, 78, 80-81, and 99,
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occasionally the literature of other countries appeared in translation.
The popularity of the Norwegian journals may in part be ascribed to
this side of their service.

On the other hand, the few high caliber

magazines like the Eidsvold attracted only a very limited number of
subscribers . ^
The sustenance of the Norwegian-language press was the revenue
.paired barb ugh advertising.

The volume of the advertising varied

from paper to paper, and periods of depression saw a general decrease
in all publications.

Not all papers had established the same advertis

ing standards, and for this reason the Fram showed disgust with the
objectionable publicity the Normanden gave to patent medicines and
quack cures in the years before the two papers merged.

Such advertis

ing might be found in most of the Norwegian-language papers, but
generally there would be little difference between the advertising
matter in the Norwegian press and responsible American journals.
Mostly the advertising represented respectable American and Norwegian
businesses and professional services.

As late as 1930 the ability to

serve customers or patients in the Norwegian language was stressed.
The advertising columns also showed that the Norwegians continued to
use many imported home-country articles of food, and they indicated
the social and organizational activity of the Norwegian group in the
state.

During the whole era of the press the many patriotic district

societies and fraternal organizations flourished.
ing appeared regularly before each election.

^See

above pages 38, 107-108.

-^See above pages 38, 62-63.
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Political advertis-
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One of the striking features of the Norwegian press in North
Dakota was the: prominence and capability of the men who bore the burden
of preserving it.
general.

This was true of Norweg'ian-American journalism in

In all parts of the United States the Norwegian press pre

sented a challenge that attracted some of the most gifted minds among
the Norwegian-Amerleans.

Although there were significant exceptions,

the majority of the men associated with the press in North Dakota were
natives of Norway: some were pursuing a profession they had commenced
before emigrating; others received their training on the many NorwegianAmerican papers .

Almost from the outset the clergy had participated in

the expansion of the press, and in North Dakota a rather large number
of the editors of the different Norwegian journals were members of the
Norwegian Lutheran ministry.

The secular press therefore often voiced

the different points of view in Norwegian Lutheranism.

19

Outstanding Norvegian-American writers like Hans A. Foss,
Peer Str^mme, Jon Norstog, and Simon Johnson contributed to the suc
cess of the Norwegian press in the state.

The pastors Jens T. L^nne,

Knut B, Birkeland, Martin Shirley, and Amandus E. Norman served both
the church and the press.

It drew upon the services of men of the

stature of L. K. Rassel, P. T. Julseth, P. 0. Thorson, A. A. Trovaten,
Kjetil Knutsson, Peter Myrvold, and Osmund Gunvaldsen.

Great patriots

and strong believers in the value of preserving the cultural heritage
of the old homeland like Ingvald II. Ulsaker, Gustav Amlund, and Peer
E. Storeygard labored in the service of the press.

Capable newspaper

men gave of their talent to its success; they were such men as Michal

19 See above pages 33, 65, 75-76.

_

139
Wesenberg, Jurgen Jensen, Andreas Linde lie, Lauritz L. Stavnheim, Lars
Siljan, Georg Strandvold, C. F. Bahnsen, Einar E. Fekjar, and Odd
Charles Lunde.^O
On the whole the Norvegian-American press in North Dakota had
done nobly.

It represents one of the most basic and widely representa

tive institutions the Norwegian immigrants to the state established
and preserved during the period of transition from immigrant status
to full integration in the American society.

50, 56

POSTSCRIPT

In the interest of complete.ness of documentation a group of
publications which have not been investigated for this study ought
to be mentioned briefly.

Their connection with North Dakota has been

incidental, but they still constitute an important phase of the
Norwegian-American movement in the state.

These publications are the

magazines and yearbooks of the bygdelags, or district societies based
on Norwegian locality, and the periodicals of the large fraternal
organizations which either draw their membership from the whole
Norwegian-American society or are world-wide brotherhoods of Nor
wegians .
The Norwegian immigrants tended to emphasize solidarity with
groups of people who had emigrated from the same bygd or district in
Norway: local customs and traditions, similarity of dialect and
acquaintanceship were the bonds that united them.

The bygaelag-

movement gained momentum shortly after the turn of the century and
saw the establishment of half a hundred

bygdelags. each cherishing

memories of a different district in Norway.

The yearbooks of the

lags record much interesting historical matter, although mostly
antiquarian in character.

The Hemsedal and Hemsed^ler ("The Hemse-

dal Valley and its People") edited by H. 0. Flaten was published in
Fargo as early as 1906.

The Telelaget of America had as its his

torian one of the most prolific collectors and writers of lag history
140
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in America.

He was Torkel Oftelie who with A. A. Trovaten, editor of

the Fram, had been one of the originators of the Telelag in 1907.
Oftelie wrote most of the articles and edited the lag’s yearbook, the
Tiriltunga ("The Lotus"), which came out in Fargo in 1907.^
Oftelie was also responsible for most of the articles in the
Telesoga ("The History of the Telemark People") , the official peri
odical of the Telelag.

Oftelie edited the little quarterly magazine

which was printed in the Telemark dialect for several years; from 1911
to 1913 its place of publication was Fargo.

The Hallingen ("The Hail

ing People") is the official organ of the Hallinglaget of America, orga
nized in 1907.

In 1909 the Haliinglag began publication of its official

magazine, the Halling-Minne ("The Hailing Memorial"), which in 1914 was
given its present name.

The magazine's first editor was 0. L^vdokken.

In the periods 1912-15 and 1934-47 Ingvald H. Ulsaker had the editorial
responsibility for the quarterly magazine.

The Hallingen has from the

outset and until the present been dated in North Dakota.

Since 1947

Peder H. Nelson of Northwood, North Dakota, has been editor.

C. A.

Sandhei of Fort Ransom, North Dakota, has edited the Nord-Norge ("The
Northern Norway"), official organ of the Nordlandslaget of America,
since 1942.

The Nordlandslag was organized in 1913, but the Nord-

Norge made its appearance the year before.

The first two years only

one issue appeared each year, but from 1914 it has been published
quarterly.

The first editor was Julius Bauman.

2

■^Norlie, Norwegian-Americana, p p . 14-15 ; Norlie, Norwegian
People, pp. 437-40; Blegen, Norwegian Migration, p. 329.

2

C. A. Sandhei, letters to author, May 4, 1968, May 13, 1968;
Peder H. Nelson, letters to author, March 10, May .18, 1968.

The connection with North Dakota of the different lag publica
tions has usually oeen one of convenience, such things as the residence
of the editor or the location of a printing office able to set Norwegian
type has often been the decisive factor in determining the place of pub
lication.

The Hallingen and the Nord-Norge, even though edited in North

Dakota, are both printed outside the state, respectively in Fergus
Falls, Minnesota, and in Minneapolis, Minnesota, since there no longer
is any shop in North Dakota which produces typescript in the Norwegian
Language.
The Viking, which is the official organ of the Sons of Norway
organization, is printed in Grand Forks, but edited at the fraternity's
headquarters in Minneapolis by Bent Vanberg.

From its establishment

around the turn of the century and up to December 1963, the magazine
was known as the Sons of Norway.

At present the Viking has a circula

tion of 32,000 and is printed exclusively in English.^
During World War II Grand Forks, North Dakota, played host for
the official organ of the distinguished world-wide fraternity of Nor
wegians, the Nordmanns-Forbundet ("The Norseman's Federation").

After

the German occupation of Nonway in 1940, the international headquarters
of the Nordmanns-Forbundet in Oslo was no longer able to perform its
functions freely.

In 1941 the German leaders assisted by Norwegian

Nazis removed the members of the fraternity's General Council and
appointed m w members loyal to the Nazi regime.

The move was an

3
Bent Vanberg, letter to author, April 18, 1968; 0. L. Svidal,
letter to author, July 17, 1968.
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attempt to establish contacts abroad through the facilities of the
Nordmanns-Forbundet.^
The scheming and cunning effort by the new Nazi administration
of the Nordroanns-Forbundet to enlist emigrated Norwegians in their
cause failed miserably.

The prominent and revered Norwegian states

man, C. J. Hambro, who was the President of the Nordmanns-Forbundet
in 1940, had fled the country together with the Norwegian royal family
and the Norwegian government, and in December 1941 he reorganized the
Nordmanns-Forbundet in the United States, appointing a General Council
of exiled Norwegians to serve for the duration of the war.^
The exile administration of the Nordmanns-Forbundet published
the fraternity's official organ, the Nordmanns-Forbundet, in Grand
Forks, North Dakota, from December 1941 to July 1945, the Holt Print
ing Company printing the magazine monthly under the NordmannsForbundet 1s auspices.

Dr. Edward Hambro edited the magazine from the

start and until August 1943, when he was succeeded by Carl Garmann,
who in 1940 was the first Norwegian soldier to have escaped to the
United States.

The editorial work was done at the headquarters of

the fraternity, first in Princeton, New Jersey, and then in New York
City.6

^Johan Hambro, e d ., De tok et Norge med seg (Oslo, Norway:
Dreyers Forlag, 1957), pp. 98-106.
5Johan Hambro, letter to author, April 16, 1968; NordmannsForbundet , June-July 1945.
^Carl Garmann, letter to author, May 9, 1968.
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